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1 Introduction 

1.1 These Regulations, governed by Softball Australia’s Constitution, are the primary reference 

to host, manage and participate in Softball Australia Events and encompass information 

previously provided in the Participation Guidelines, Event Hosting Standards and Player 

Draft. 

2 Events 

General 

2.1 Softball Australia will conduct a series of Events during the course of each year. These 

Events will be conducted to meet, or contribute to achieving the strategic objectives and 

initiatives of Softball Australia’s Strategic Plan. The purpose of the Events includes, but is 

not limited to: 

¶ providing opportunities for participation in elite competition. 

¶ contributing to player, coach, umpire and statistician identification and 

development pathways. 

¶ providing interstate competition at both age-grade and open-grade. 

¶ providing selection opportunities for higher honours and selection in national 

teams. 

¶ encouraging participation, to enhance the growth of the game. 

¶ providing opportunities for financial gain and increasing the profile of softball in 

Australia. 

Categories 

2.2 Events will be categorised as Tier One and Tier Two events. Tier levels are based on both 

historical and anticipated participation numbers, media hosting requirements and facility 

suitability. The tier levels in no way reflect the age-grade or level of play. 

2.3 Tier levels will be as follows: 

2.3.1 Tier One – international events hosting visiting international teams, open-grade 

National Championships and U19 National Championships 

2.3.2 Tier Two –International Friendship Series, U17 National Championships and the  

Australia Cup 

Management and finance 

2.4 Subject to the provisions of Softball Australia’s Constitution and these Regulations, 

management and operation of the Events will be the responsibility of the Tournament 

Management Committee (TMC). 

2.4.1 The TMC consists of the Technical Delegate (TD), Tournament Chief Umpire 

(TCU), Tournament Chief Statistician (TCS) and the host Tournament Convenor 

(TC). 
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2.5 The TMC may, at their discretion, add additional positions to the TMC. All financial costs 

associated with running an Event will be the responsibility of the Host and any profits 

derived from the tournament will be retained by the Host. 

3 Scheduling and allocation 

Scheduling 

3.1 Softball Australia will schedule National Championships, taking into account age-grade 

events during school holidays, established state events, and Host convenience. 

3.2 Finalised dates will be displayed on Softball Australia’s website. 

Allocation 

3.3 Event venues will be determined in accordance with Softball Australia’s Event allocation 

process: 

3.3.1 Softball Australia will contact states and call for hosting applications. 

3.3.2 States will submit applications reporting against the ability to provide or deliver 

against standards set by Softball Australia. 

3.3.3 The National Events Committee will allocate hosting rights to specific states. 

3.3.4 Softball Australia and the Host will enter into an Event Hosting Agreement. 

3.4 Documentation relating to Event hosting includes: 

3.4.1 Event Hosting Application – Appendix 1 

3.4.2 Event Hosting Agreement – Appendix 2. 

4 Event attendance/team entry 

Invitation to enter 

4.1 Softball Australia will invite Member States to enter teams and, if appropriate, regional 

teams. Additional invitations may be made, for example age-grade national teams 

competing in U23 competition with a view to improving team performance on the 

international stage, or overseas club or state teams competing in National Championships. 

Australian Regional Championships are open to all clubs and associations for entry.  

4.2 All official entries will be required by a pre-determined date set by Softball Australia. 

4.3 National teams participating for development purposes will be administered by Softball 

Australia 

4.4 States that do not enter a team in a National Championship in their own right, may combine 

to enter a team in a National Championship with approval of Softball Australia. 

4.4.1 Composite teams must nominate a state under whom they will be administered. 

4.4.2 Combined state teams must comply with the Regulations regarding eligibility to 

participate, exactly as though this was a state team in its own right. 

4.4.3 A combined state team may participate in the Player Draft in accordance with 

clause 9.6 of these Regulations to fill vacancies in their team. Draft placing of the 
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combined team will be determined from the previous year’s finishing position of the 

team’s administering state. 

4.4.4 It is the responsibility of the states combining to determine the following and 

advise Softball Australia accordingly: 

(a) The name of the team. 

(b) The appointment of the team officials. 

(c) The State playing uniform to be worn (members of combined teams 

may wear the approved warm up jacket of their home state). 

(d) Softball Australia will correspond with the nominated state, and any 

fees, fines or other changes incurred by the team will be charged to 

that state, which is then responsible for making payment. 

(e) Prior to combining to enter a team, the partner states will determine 

the percentage of fees, fines and charges each will incur and agree to 

pay such amounts to the state with the responsibility for the team 

administration. 

Entry fees 

4.5 Team entry fees will be set annually by Softball Australia and notified to States during the 

invitation process. Unless prior arrangement is made, Softball Australia may withdraw a 

team entry if the entry fee is not paid by the due date. Softball Australia may also withhold 

refund of team entry fees if a team withdraws after completion of the player draft.  

4.6 Payment due date is two months prior to the beginning of the month of which a 

championship/event is scheduled, eg if an event takes place in January, the team entry fee 

will be due 1 November of the previous year (applicable for 2017 Events and beyond). 

Accommodation and travel 

4.7 Eight weeks prior to the Event, all participating States must notify the Host of team arrival 

and departure times, accommodation details and ground transport information. 

4.8 Teams must ensure they book all return travel the day following grand final day.  

5 Trophies and awards 

5.1 Trophies, team medallions and individual player awards will be provided by Softball 

Australia. 

5.2 Additional awards may be included or introduced by Softball Australia.  

5.3 If the Host wishes to include additional awards, prior approval must be obtained from the 

National Events Committee. 

5.4 All presentations and announcement of individual award winners and All-Tournament 

Teams will be made at the closing ceremony. 

Perpetual trophies 

5.5 All State’s holding previous year’s perpetual trophy must present their trophy to the Host 

during the Event opening ceremony. This includes defending State or Regional champions 

as well as defending McLaughlin Cup champions in the Open Women’s competition. 
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Medallions 

5.6 Medallions will be presented to individuals of the winning team at U17 to open-grade 

Events and both teams in the grand final at U15 Events. 

Player certificates  

5.7 All participants (including team officials and umpires) in the U15 Regional Championships 

will receive a Certificate of Participation, which will be provided by Softball Australia. 

Individual awards 

5.8 Individual awards will be presented to the Most Valuable Player, Best Batter, Best Pitcher, 

and Player of the Grand Final at all U17 to open-grade events. The Rosemary Adey Rookie 

of the Year is awarded to the best first year player at open-grade national championships 

only. 

Criteria 

5.8.1 All awards, with exception to the Player of the Grand Final, will be determined 

following the completion of the round-robin games and each team has played an 

equal number of games. 

(a) The most valuable player must have played in offence and defence in 

60% of total innings played by the team during the round games.  

(b) The best pitcher must have pitched in 30% of the total defensive 

innings played by the team during the round games and the best 

batter must have minimum times in box – twice the number of games 

the team has played during the round games. 

(c) The Rosemary Adey Rookie of the Year must be an athlete 

participating in open-grade Event for the first time and have played in 

at least 30% of the total innings played by the team during the round 

games. 

(d) The player of the grand final must be a player who participated in the 

grand final game. 

All-Tournament Team 

5.9 An All-Tournament Team will be selected and announced during the closing ceremony at 

all U17 to open-grade Events. Ten players will be named by position together with a 

Designated Player. See Appendix 22 for criteria details. 

5.10 Only the TD will endorse/approve the All-Tournament Team. The statistical data will not be 

given to National Coaches or Selectors. 

6 Representative teams 

6.1 Each State may enter one team in each Event, with exception to the Australian U15 

Regional Championships, Australia Cup and International Friendship Series where they 

can enter multiple teams.  

6.2 Other teams may be invited to participate in one of these Events by the National Events 

Coordinator (NEC). International teams can participate in the U23 Championships, 

International Friendship Series and Australia Cup at the discretion of Softball Australia.  
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6.3 A team that is not representing a State is not eligible to compete for a national 

championship title. (Not applicable to U15 Regional Championships) 

6.4 Each state must advise Softball Australia of their entry by the pre-determined date set each 

year. 

6.4.1 If a state withdraws a team after completion of the player draft, the team entry 

fee will be retained by Softball Australia. 

6.4.2 Official team lists must be forwarded to Softball Australia by pre-determined 

dates each year. The team list must be signed by a State official verifying that 

the information is correct and complete. Softball Australia will forward all verified 

lists to the Host for inclusion in the championship program.  

6.4.3 The total number of people per state team will not exceed 24, and the number of 

players will not exceed 16. If less than 16 players are named, team officials may 

exceed eight. 

6.5 Softball Australia must be notified of any changes to the official team list prior to the Event, 

before the change will be officially recognised. At the Technical Meeting, the team manager 

will make any additions or alterations to team personnel or changes to uniform numbers 

and an updated list will be distributed to appropriate personnel. No additions to an official 

team list will be permitted after the Technical Meeting, unless approved by the TD of the 

Event. The TD must ensure any changes comply with the relevant State and consult the 

Softball Australia NEC and CEO before doing so. 

7 Individual player eligibility 

Qualifications 

7.1 The state for which a player or team official is registered as at 1 August is the state that the 

individual is eligible to represent during that season. If there is no opportunity for an 

individual to register before the 1 August timeframe, the state the individual was last 

registered with will be considered valid. This clause does not apply to: 

7.1.1 Drafted players or pick up officials selected in accordance with these 

Regulations. 

7.1.2 International players who are temporary residents of a state and become 

registered with that state. An international player must be confirmed on a state 

squad list by the date the squad list is due to be submitted (after the draft) and 

the home state approval must be submitted at the same time. 

7.1.3 Players who have never been registered and cannot register before 1 August, 

but do register prior to the commencement of the Event. A player who has never 

registered must be confirmed on a squad state list by the date the list is due to 

be submitted. 

7.2 In order to participate in an Event, all players, team officials, umpires and appointed 

statisticians must complete the National Championship Registration Online Form by the 

following dates: 

¶ Championships scheduled in January –  no later than 30 November 

¶ Championships scheduled in July – no later than 31May 

https://salforms.softball.org.au/australian-championship-registration-form/
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 Note: Players, team officials, umpires and appointed statisticians participating in more than 

one event are only required to submit one registration.  

International player participation 

7.3 A player will be deemed international: 

¶ if they do not hold an Australian Citizenship 

¶ if they have represented another country and have not been approved for 

international transfer back to Australia (dual-citizenship) 

See Appendix 24 for examples. 

7.4 The preponderant goals of international players participating in Softball Australia National 

Championships are: 

7.4.1 Improve the quality of play and overall competition, thereby providing potential 

national representative players maximum exposure to the highest possible level 

of play and competition. 

7.4.2 Improve performance of smaller states and facilitate a much tighter and even 

level of competition across all teams. 

7.5 Any restrictions qualifying criteria or application processes relating to international player 

participation in Softball Australia Events are directly related and strategically aligned to the 

aforementioned preponderant goal. 

7.6 To accommodate the reliance on international players by some states, the following three-

year gradually implemented policy applies: 

Year International Player Numbers Restrictions/Criteria/Eligibility 

2016 Each state is permitted to have a 

maximum of two international players 

in a state team participating in a National 

Championship event. 

(Permission for a state to have approval 

for a third/addition international player 

may be approved by Softball Australia 

on a case by case basis) 

1. International players participating in 
state teams must be named in 
accordance with specific team list 
submission requirements in the National 
Championship Regulations. 

2. Requests for additional international 
players must be submitted in writing to 
Softball Australia. 

3. Written submissions must clearly 
explain reasons for requesting an 
exemption and specifically explain a 
plan of action to address state player 
development requirements to negate 
future reliance on additional 
international player requests. 

2017 Each state is permitted to have a 

maximum of two international players 

in a state team participating in a National 

Championship event. Under no 

circumstances will more than two 

international players be permitted in any 

state team. 

1. International players participating in 
state teams must be approved by 
Softball Australia. 

2. Written application using the proposed 
template (included as Appendix 1) must 
clearly show what contribution and 
benefit an international player provides 
the applicant state. 
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Year International Player Numbers Restrictions/Criteria/Eligibility 

2018 Each state is permitted to have a 

maximum of two international players 

in a state team participating in a National 

Championship event, with only one 

named player being permitted to 

Pitch during the event. Under no 

circumstances will more than two 

international players be permitted in any 

state team. 

1. International players participating in 
state teams must be approved by 
Softball Australia. 

2. International players will be required to 
either play in local competition, assist in 
softball development activities or 
contribute to the enhancement of 
Softball’s profile within the applicant 
state. This contribution to local state will 
be for a period of no less than 3 weeks, 
or from a playing perspective, no less 
than three games at senior level. 

 

7.7 At age-grade Events, international players must provide two certified documents that 

demonstrate proof of residency. Those documents must include the applicant’s full name 

and current residential address. A copy of their passport with date of entry (stamp) or flight 

ticket, if e-passport entry was used. The state is required to submit a Statutory Declaration 

to confirm state residential requirements have been met. The final approval of age-grade 

international players is at Softball Australia’s sole discretion based on evidence provided. 

8 Age restriction and verification 

8.1 Players in age-grade Events must be under the required age (eg U19) on 31 December in 

the year preceding the Event. For example, if playing in an U19 Event in January 2017, the 

player must be U19 on 31 December 2016. 

8.2 States are responsible for the age verification of their players; each state must record the 

date of birth of every player on the official team list.  

8.3 Any state team seeking exemption for an over-age player to participate must apply in 

writing to the National Events Committee or via email to Softball Australia’s NEC. The team 

manager must have a copy of the NEC approval at the Event. 

8.4 The penalty for a non-approved over-age player participating at an Event is a forfeit of 

every game the player participates in, whether on the diamond or on the bench. 

9 Player draft 

9.1 The draft will take place approximately six weeks prior to the Event. 

9.2 The player draft ensures fair distribution of key players unable to be utilised by their home 

state. In some instances, it enables states to enter teams where attendance would 

otherwise not be achievable. 

9.3 The draft is aimed at players who may be on the fringe of selection in their home state or 

unable to attend due to non-participation by the home state.  

9.4 The player draft applies to U17 to open-grade Events only.  
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Player eligibility 

9.5 Players are eligible to enter the draft under the following circumstances: 

9.5.1 An athlete stood for selection in their state, was not selected, and is endorsed for 

the draft by their state. 

9.5.2 A player is cleared to another state after 1 August and has not had the 

opportunity to try out for the state they were registered with as at 1 August due to 

trials occurring after the player is eligible to enter the player draft. 

9.5.3 The player’s state is not entering a team in the Event. In this instance, it is 

expected that the state will nominate eligible players for the draft. 

9.5.4 Ex-patriot players: only ex-patriot players residing interstate and released for the 

draft are eligible to enter negotiations with the state of origin prior to the draft. 

This is the only circumstance where contact can be made with a player 

nominating for the draft prior to the conduct of the draft. 

State eligibility to draft players 

9.6 Player entitlements for teams in the draft are based on the states’ placing at the previous 

year’s Event: 

¶ Teams ranked one and two are not eligible to participate in the draft. 

¶ Teams ranked three and four are entitled to select a maximum of two players. 

¶ Teams ranked fifth to eight are permitted to select a maximum of four players. 

9.7 The National Events Committee may, if circumstances warrant, vary the number of draft 

players for a specific Event or, on a case by case basis, allow additional draft players to a 

specific state team. 

Selection sequence 

9.8 Each state will take it in turn to select one player at a time from the draft pool. 

9.8.1 States eligible for maximum draft selection are entitled to select in each round of 

selection. 

9.8.2 States ranked third and fourth may only enter the draft in round three of 

selection. 

9.9 The sequence for selecting is the reverse order of state seeding, eg 8th place has first pick, 

7th place has second pick and so on. A state that wishes to enter the draft when it did not 

attend the previous year’s Event will be entitled to the maximum number of selections and 

will take the last pick in the first round. 

9.10 Composite teams will be entitled to enter the draft under the previous year’s seeding or 

placing of the state they are representing. 

Administration and procedures 

9.11 The following official documents are required to be submitted in relation to the draft: 

9.11.1 Form 1 – States entering players into the draft must submit the state 

Nominations for Player Draft Form (Appendix 3) by the due date. 
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9.11.2 Form 2 – State teams wishing to select players from the draft must include the 

number of players they wish to draft on the Request to Participate in the Draft 

Form (Appendix 4) and submit by the due date. 

9.11.3 Form 3 – Players wishing to enter the draft must complete the Nomination for 

Inclusion in Draft Form (Appendix 5), which must be signed by an authorised 

person from their state, and submit this form by the due date. 

9.11.4 Administration and management of the draft will be coordinated by Softball 

Australia, who will: 

(a) Forward a list of all eligible draft players to states once all official team 

lists have been submitted. 

(b) Confirm and distribute final team standing from the previous year’s 

Event to confirm draft selection order and player entitlements. 

(c) Coordinate teleconference requirements to conduct the draft at the 

date and time previously confirmed. 

Form submission – critical deadlines 

9.12 Form submission and relevant communication are as follows: 

9.12.1 The Player Draft Forms must be submitted eight weeks prior to the 

commencement of the relevant Event and dates will be provided by Softball 

Australia.  

Communications 

9.13 State draft representatives are permitted to converse with other state representatives in 

relation to attributes of players participating in the draft. 

9.14 Pre-draft selections and negotiations are not permitted. 

9.15 Pre-draft contact with players is not permitted, other than with ex-patriot players eligible to 

play for their state. 

Player levy 

9.16 If a player levy is imposed, it cannot exceed the financial amount the player would have 

been required to pay to their state. This includes that if a player does not have to pay an 

administration levy for their state to play at an Event; they do not have to pay the 

administration levy for their drafted State. 

9.17 A drafted player shall be provided with the required playing or bench uniforms at no charge. 

Drafted players will be required to purchase the team cap/visor, undershirt and socks as 

these are unable to be loaned due to hygiene. 

Draft player recall 

9.18 A drafted player may be recalled to their home state’s team up until the Friday two weeks 

prior to the beginning of the Event. If a player endorsed for the draft is not selected in the 

draft, that player can be recalled to their home state. Where a draft player is recalled from a 

State, that State has provision to draft another player from the available draft pool. 
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Drafted Player withdrawal 

9.19 If a drafted player withdraws from a team, they will not be eligible to be drafted by any other 

state or be recalled to their home state. 

Pick-up officials 

9.20 Each state entered in an Event may pick-up officials. 

9.20.1 Pick-up officials must have applied for an official’s position in their state for that 

Event, or be released by their state. 

9.20.2 The Application for Pick-Up Official Form, (Appendix 6), must be signed by the 

official, a home state representative and the state seeking the official and 

submitted to Softball Australia one month prior to the commencement of the 

Event. 

9.20.3 Pick-up officials may be recalled to their home state no less than two weeks prior 

to the Event Technical Meeting. In this instance, the original pick-up state will be 

permitted to pick-up another official and submit any relevant documentation to 

the TD prior to the commencement of the Event Technical Meeting. 

9.20.4 Pick-up officials will be provided with the relevant team uniforms at no cost and 

will not be required to pay any fee or levy that would be greater than that if they 

had been selected for their own state. 

10 Uniforms and equipment 

General 

10.1 State uniforms will be in the state colours approved by the NEC. These colours will be the 

same for all state teams. 

10.2 Protective equipment will not be Australian Team equipment, carrying any Australian Team 

logo or Softball Australia logo, for example catchers’ helmet or batting helmet. 

10.3 All helmets worn by players in a state team must be in the colour indicated in the uniform 

register.  

10.4 Uniforms may bear the wearer’s name, or in the case of officials, their positions in the team, 

providing any playing numbers are not obscured.  

10.5 Softball Australia will forward details of registered playing uniforms to the TD prior to 

commencement of the Event. 

Player uniform 

10.6 Uniforms must meet the requirement of the Official Playing Rules. 

Changes to player uniforms 

10.7 Following initial registration of a state uniform, changes may be made by notifying Softball 

Australia one month prior to the Event. Should the proposal change the appearance of the 

uniform, prior approval from the NEC must be obtained. 
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Coach and official uniforms 

10.8 Coaches’ uniforms will be identical to the players’ uniform, with or without a number, or a 

shirt similar the players’ shirt, with appropriate pants, shorts, shoes that are fully enclosed 

and socks or the official team tracksuit. Other team officials may wear the same attire as 

the coach, the team’s official walk-out uniform or the team bench uniform. 

Sponsors logos 

10.9 Discreet advertising by sponsor/s is permitted on state team playing uniforms, warm-up 

apparel or walk-out attire, provided advertising conforms to the following guidelines: 

10.9.1 The number of sponsor/s logos is limited to three, one of which may be a major 

sponsor and the remainder secondary sponsors. 

10.9.2 The major sponsor logo, emblem or printing, will be a maximum of 300mm x 

75mm (12” x 3”) in size. This may be located on the back of playing shirts, warm-

up jackets or tracksuit tops. 

10.9.3 A Secondary sponsor logo, emblem or printing, will be a maximum of 100mm x 

100mm (4” x 4”) in size. This may be located on the front of shorts or tracksuit 

pants or on the sleeve of playing tops or other team tops. 

11 Scoring 

11.1 On 1 August, Softball Australia will call for expressions of interest from all statisticians to 

participate in the forthcoming nationals. The completed Expressions of Interest forms (EOI) 

will be submitted to the State SEOs for selections of statisticians. Softball Australia will 

make appointments from the EOIs for states who have insufficient current accredited 

statisticians available to participate at their national tournament. 

11.2 Fifteen weeks prior to the Event, the National Chief Statistician (NCS), in consultation with 

the Host, will appoint the TCS. A Position Description for the TCS is included in Appendix 

20. 

11.3 The TCS and all officiating statisticians must hold an active NOAS Level 4 accreditation 

and a Level 2 accreditation (or approval by the National Scoring Committee) with iScore, 

which is the only technology-based program to be used at Events. 

11.4 Fifteen weeks prior to the Event, the Host will provide to Softball Australia for approval, the 

name/s of appointed web-based personnel and who will assist web-based reporting and 

technical scoring. If suitable nominations are not received, as determined by the National 

Scoring Committee, the NCS, in conjunction with Softball Australia, will appoint statisticians 

as required. In this case, the Host will bear the cost of any travel or accommodation 

required to staff the Event with statisticians from interstate. A Position Description for Web-

Based Reporting Personnel is included in Appendix 18. 

11.5 All completed scoresheets, forms, documents and electronic reports recording game 

performance and the national statistics database, must be forwarded to the NCS within 14 

days after the conclusion of the Event. A copy of the national statistics database must also 

be sent to Softball Australia in pdf form within 14 days after the conclusion of the Event. 

11.6 National coaches, selectors, Softball Australia representatives and the TD must be 

provided with statistical information as and when requested by Softball Australia. The NCS 

is to provide this information. Note: Excludes All-Tournament statistics 
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11.7 The NCS will provide the following information: team line up on the website, results and 

play by play on the website, information to national coaches, selectors and the TD. 

Facilities 

11.8 The Host must provide office facilities that includes a desktop computer, that must have the 

up to date and relevant operating system with compatible Microsoft Access software, 

printer, internet connection, telephone, photocopier and sufficient space and desks to cater 

for the number of official statisticians needed for the championship (as noted in the hosting 

standards).Facilities must provide privacy and security for equipment and access to hot and 

cold beverages. 

11.9 Wireless access must be available at all diamonds and at the location where statistician will 

be working. Hosts must have 3G or 4G connectivity devices available in the case of Wi-Fi 

access being unavailable (eg pre-paid mobile broadband). Wireless access must be tested 

a minimum of 7 days prior to the commencement of the event. 

12 Umpiring 

Appointments 

12.1 The National Umpire-in-Chief (NUIC) will appoint all umpires to National Championships. 

Umpires wishing to officiate must apply to do so, with endorsement by the state Umpire-in-

Chief or State Director of Umpiring (SDU) and countersigned by the state. Completed forms 

must be returned to the NUIC by a pre-determined date. The NUIC will appoint the 

Tournament Chief Umpire (TCU), who will manage umpires, both on and off the field. A 

TCU Position Description is included in Appendix 21. 

Travel and accommodation 

12.2 The NUIC is responsible for listing all flight and travel requirements for umpires and 

forwarding this information to Softball Australia, who will make the necessary 

arrangements. 

12.3 The Host SDU, in conjunction with the Softball Australia NEC, will be required to coordinate 

and confirm accommodation with local providers at least three months prior to the Event. 

Should a Softball Australia national travel services partner exist at this time, this partner 

must be used to make all bookings. Confirmed accommodation details must be tabled at 

the National Umpires Annual Meeting. 

12.4 The SDU of the Host state, in conjunction with TMC, is responsible for organising ground 

transport for Event umpires. This information must be tabled at the National Umpires 

Annual Meeting. 

Facilities 

12.5 Host states are requested to provide suitable change facilities for umpires. These facilities 

must include private/cordoned off changing areas for men and women, and security for 

equipment.  

12.6 Host states are requested to make 'office' facilities available to the TCU with internet 

availability. It is desirable to have separate printing capabilities to the official statisticians.  

12.7 Host states are requested to make available to the TCU a meeting area that provides some 

degree of privacy.  
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13 General Event Rules 

13.1 All games at National Championships will be played in accordance with: 

¶ Softball Australia’s Official Playing Rules 

¶ Australian Championship Regulations. 

¶ Softball Australia approved Technical Bulletins. 

¶ Any specific ground rules requested by the Host and approved by Softball 

Australia. 

13.2 Specific playing rules are attached as follows: 

13.2.1 Rules for Australian Championships – Appendix 7. 

13.2.2 Rules for Australian U15 Regional Championships – Appendix 8.  

13.2.3 Rules for the International Friendship Series – Appendix 9. 

Duration 

13.3 National Championships will not exceed nine days, excluding travel time. 

Playing schedule 

13.4 Every effort is made to provide maximum playing opportunity, within reason, and provide 

meaningful competition. When team entry numbers permit, single or multiple round-robin 

draws will be scheduled, followed by an elimination finals system.  

13.5 Games will be scheduled at two-hour intervals, unless otherwise arranged with Softball 

Australia. 

13.6 The finals system will, where possible, provide maximum games and opportunity for the 

teams involved and may include: elimination finals, page system finals or straight semi-

finals.  

13.7 At combined Events, the sequence in which grand finals are played will be: the younger 

age grade final will be played first, if the combined Event is the same age grade, males will 

play the first grand final in odd number years, and females will play the first grand final in 

even number years (eg 2016, female final then male final). 

14 Softball Australia’s Codes of Conduct 

14.1 All participants at Events must abide by Softball Australia’s Code of Conduct. An Event 

Tribunal will have authority to deal with, and take appropriate action against any player or 

official whose on or off-diamond actions or conduct are reported as being in breach of the 

Code of Conduct. The Coaches, Players, Spectators and Officials Codes of Conduct are 

included in Appendices 10, 11, 12 and 13. 

http://www.softball.org.au/the-rules-of-softball/official-softball-playing-rules-2014-2017/
http://www.softball.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Australian-Championship-RegulationsFINAL.pdf
http://www.softball.org.au/technical-bulletins/
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Appendix 1 

Event Hosting Application 

The Association name submits this application to Host the year National Championship. Submission 

of this application confirms that the standards for hosting Events included in this Application and Host 

responsibilities in the Australian Championship Regulations can be met by the applicant Association. 

It is also confirmed that there are no other significant Events being hosted locally, by other 

organisations that will impact on accommodation and other service provision during the course of the 

Event being hosted. 

Event:       

Event dates:       

Contact person’s name:       

Position:       

Address:       

Email:       

Phone:       

Date:       

Signature:       
  (Signed by an Association representative authorised to submit this Application) 

Signing and submitting this Application confirms that the Host can and will deliver on the standards 

and requirements contained in the Australian Championship Regulations and this Application. 

1 Reporting criteria 

1.1 Submission of a Pre-Event Report, three months prior to the Event 

1.2 Submission of a Promotional Plan, three months prior to the Event, with 

emphasis on attracting spectators and media exposure. 

1.3 Submission of a Contingency Plan, three months prior to the Event, with 

emphasis on how and where games will be played when the venue is washed 

out. 

1.4 Submission of an Event Budget, three months prior to the Event. 

1.5 Submission of a Progress Report, one month prior to the Event. 

1.6 Submission of an Event Financial Reconciliation, showing all Event income and 

expenditure, three months following the conclusion of the Event. 

2 Signage, banners, flags and logos 

2.1 Softball Australia banners or signage required to be displayed at Events will be 

sent to the Host prior to the Event. The Host must ensure that sponsor signage is 

displayed in a highly visible location and firmly fastened to the outside of fences 

in such a way that it does not impinge on the safety of players or spectators or 

allow the ball to become blocked. 

2.2 Australian or state flags may be displayed, however, they must be displayed in 

accordance with specific protocol, this information can be obtained from the 

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet website – Flag Protocols  

http://www.dpmc.gov.au/sites/default/files/publications/australian-flags-excerpt.pdf
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2.3 The Host must obtain prior approval from Softball Australia for any use of the 

Softball Australia logo in printed materials, merchandise, websites etc. The 

Softball Australia logo must not be used by any third party, such as sponsors, 

without prior approval by Softball Australia. 

3 Promotion, media, photography and publicity 

3.1 The Host will appoint a Media Officer for the duration of the Event, who will liaise 

and consult with Softball Australia’s Event’s Coordinator. The Media Officer must 

ensure visiting media personnel are given access to, and the opportunity to 

interview players and coaches, as required and within reason. The Media Officer 

must also provide a daily wrap of results, including player and/or coach quotes 

and send electronically to Softball Australia’s Event’s Coordinator, no later than 

10:00pm each night of the Event. 

3.2 Information pertaining to media requirements, for example: interviews for radio or 

television that are known prior to the Event are to be communicated at the 

Technical Meeting. Requirements identified during the Event should be 

communicated with team managers. 

3.3 The Host is required to have an accreditation process in place for media, 

including journalists and photographers, clearly outlining areas they are 

permitted to be in. 

3.4 The Host, in conjunction with Softball Australia’s Event’s Coordinator, is required 

to appoint an official Event photographer to produce photos. If Softball Australia 

has an agreement with an official photographer, they will first be offered the role. 

Photographs of the winning team and individual award winners and appropriate 

details (names, award etc.) must be included.  

3.5 Any team or individual player photos that attract a commercial return must only 

be taken by the official Event photographer and a commercial agreement must 

first be negotiated and signed. Any charges sought by a photographer for the 

supply and distribution of photos directly to players or teams must first be 

negotiated with, and agreed to by Softball Australia. 

Note: The Host is not permitted to set up their own Event or results website or 

social media page relating to the Event. Publishing of results, statistics or ladders 

is only permissible as a link to Softball Australia’s website or media platforms. 

4 Spectator admittance charges 

4.1 The Host is permitted to charge an admittance fee for spectators, however, 

consideration to the family of participants, who may have incurred considerable 

financial cost in funding player attendance, should be taken into account. 

Accordingly, the Host should keep admittance charges to a minimum and gain 

approval from Softball Australia prior to implementing an admittance fee. Free 

entry passes must be provided for all Event officials, Softball Australia officials 

and Event VIPs to allow quick entry to the venue. 

5 Provision of first aid 

5.1 Hosts must appoint a current qualified First Aid Officer. The appointed Officer 

must be in attendance at the venue 60 minutes prior to the first game each day 
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until the completion of the last game of the day. The Officer must be dedicated to 

this position only for the duration of the Event. 

NOTE: Hosts must have readily available the current qualifications of the 

appointed First Aid Officer if requested.  

5.2 A designated first aid area must be set up with appropriate signage and services 

provided for participants and spectators.  

5.3 The Host must advise local medical centres/hospitals of the dates that the Event 

is being conducted. 

5.4 Any person receiving a head, neck or back injury is to remain stationary and the 

First Aid Officer must be summoned to the scene. 

6 Event Program and Handbook 

6.1 The Host is required to produce an Event Program and Event Handbook; these 

may be separate documents or combined into one booklet. Softball Australia will 

design and provide the front and back cover for the program. Ideally these 

booklets will be in A5 format and must be sent to Softball Australia for approval 

before printing. 

6.2 In addition to the covers, Softball Australia will provide other details for inclusion 

in the program as necessary, which may also include artwork or specifications 

for advertising by Softball Australia sponsors. 

Event Program 

6.3 As a minimum, the following information should be included in the Event 

Program:  

¶ Softball Australia’s Chairman’s message* 

¶ Host President message 

¶ Past winners* 

¶ Softball Australia office bearers* 

¶ Host office bearers’ names  

¶ A headshot photo of Softball Australia’s Chairman* and Host President 

should be included with their message. 

¶ All-tournament team criteria 

If possible: 

¶ Photos of Event technical officials and the TMC*  

¶ Team lists*  

¶ Competition draw* 

¶ Details of who awards are named after* 

¶ Approved sponsor recognition* 

*Information to be supplied by Softball Australia 
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Event Handbook 

6.4 As a minimum, the following information should be included in the Event 

Handbook:  

¶ Venue and times of any Event-related meetings or functions  

¶ Venue map and diamond information  

¶ Team meal information (if applicable)  

¶ Address and contact numbers of the playing venue  

¶ Contact phone numbers for the TC, TD, TCU, TCS 

¶ Names of national selectors in attendance  

¶ Information on opening and closing ceremonies  

¶ Details of training and warm-up areas and onsite first aid 

¶ Information on local medical providers, local transport, laundry 

providers, shops, banks and ATMs 

7 Event merchandise 

7.1 Softball Australia can provide a variety of merchandise items for sale and will 

freight such items to the Host as needed. 

7.1.1 Softball Australia will advise of a suggested maximum retail price to be 

charged for merchandise sales items, and provide a cost summary 

advising of the Host of commission or profit margin on each individual 

item. 

7.1.2 Post-Event, unsold items will be returned to Softball Australia. An 

invoice for non-returned items will be sent to the Host for payment.  

7.2 The Host may sell their own merchandise at Events, providing artwork and 

branding of those items is approved by Softball Australia prior to the Event. 

8 Functions, game commentary and music 

8.1 The Host may conduct formal opening ceremonies or a short procedure prior to 

the first game to allow the Championship holders to return the trophy/shield. If 

formal opening ceremonies are conducted, they must include as a minimum the 

following: the playing of the national anthem, messages of welcome, return of the 

trophy/shield and the introduction of local or Softball Australia dignitaries. The 

ceremony times must be included in the Event Program/Handbook and be at a 

time that allows all participating teams to attend (see Appendix 23). 

8.2 Hosts must ensure that the closing ceremony leads into the final Event function 

(if applicable) and includes the following: messages of thanks, details of who the 

award/shield is named in honour of, presentation of Softball Australia individual 

awards, presentation of team awards and medals, presentation of Softball 

Australia appreciation certificates and umpire examination results (see Appendix 

23). 

8.3 Game commentary including team introductions for the daily feature match and 

finals must be provided as a minimum. Softball Australia will provide commentary 

protocols and any live reads for sponsors as required. 
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8.4 The Host must ensure that a quality sound system, capable of amplifying 

announcements, promotional jingles and the national anthem is provided. 

Venues that do not have a broadcasting licence should obtain one, refer to 

http://www.ppca.com.au/Music-Users/Broadcast-Licensing/  

8.5 In the event of an open-grade Event being televised, it is the responsibility of the 

Host to provide the appropriate means for production and cover any costs 

associated, eg the provision of scaffolding. Softball Australia upon request will 

provide tarp/advertising material to cover visible scaffolding (if used). 

8.6 Popular music appropriate to the participating age group and spectators may be 

played pre-game and during game-breaks. Softball Australia can provide music 

CDs if required. 

9 State Event scheduling 

9.1 When submitting an application for any open-age Event, the Host agrees to work 

in conjunction with Softball Australia in maximising attendance of the 

Championship Final through coordinated scheduling of all state endorsed events.  

Sections 1 - 8 

The Host acknowledges and agrees to the following requirements: 

Tick Requirements  Comments 

 Reporting requirements included in section 1 
of this Application. 

E Softball Australia can provide 
reporting templates. 

 The provision and display of signage, 
banners and flags as stipulated in section 2 of 
this Application. 

E  

 The appointment of a Media Officer and the 
requirements included in section 3 of this 
Application. 

E  

 A specific area for press, a covered area with 
power supply, internet access, a work station 
or table and seating. 

E  

 Stipulations relating to spectator admittance 
fees set out in section 4 of this Application,  

E  

 The appointment of a Medical Officer and 
other requirements included in section 5 of 
this Application. 

E  

 The requirements to produce an Event 
Program and Handbook, in accordance with 
section 6 of this Application. 

E Examples of previous programs 
and handbooks can be provided 
by Softball Australia. 

 The sale of Event merchandise in accordance 
with section 7 of this Application. 

E Can be Softball Australia or Host, 
or a combination of both, 
merchandise. 

 The provision of facilities and specific 
requirements for Drug Testing as indicated in 
the Australian Championship Rules. 

E  

 Functions, game commentary and music will 
be conducted or provided in accordance with 
section 8 of this Application. 

E  

http://www.ppca.com.au/Music-Users/Broadcast-Licensing/
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Tick Requirements  Comments 

Duty of care 

 The Host is conversant with the following 
Softball Australia duty of care documents: 

¶ Lightning Strike Guidelines 

¶ Pregnancy Guidelines 

¶ Hot Weather Guidelines 

The Host will have available a wet bulb for the 

TD to assess heat and humidity as and when 

required. 

E  

Spectator facilities/services 

 
Provide seating and shelter (sun shade) for 
spectators on the main diamond. 

E 
 

 
Provide seating or grass area and shelter 
(sun shade) for spectators on all diamonds. 

HD 
 

 
Provide clear facility signage and a displayed 
venue map. 

E 
 

 

Provide a canteen/shop facility, offering a 
range of non-alcoholic liquid refreshments 
and healthy and fast food options. Bottled 
water must be on sale for spectators and 
teams. 

E 

 

 
Provide an area offering merchandise sales 
(may be included as part of the canteen/shop 
facility). 

E 
 

 
Provide sufficient toilets for spectator use 
(may be same facility for players etc.). 

E 
 

Playing and training areas, in accordance with Championship Checklist for Playing Fields 

 Provide no less than two skin diamonds for 
use throughout the Event. Additional maybe 
required for combined events. 

E This is not a requirement for 
AU15RC 

 For all National Championships, on skinned 

or loose surfaces, there shall be a marker of 

rope or horse hair staked below the surface to 

mark the outside corners of the batter's box. 

The tag/marker should protrude at least 

50mm out of the ground.  

E  

 Provide an additional diamond to 
accommodate re-scheduled games. 

HD  

 Provide secure areas for teams to store 
equipment. 

HD  

 Provide a specific shaded area for official 
statisticians on each diamond. 

E  
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Tick Requirements  Comments 

 Provide dedicated areas for teams to conduct 
warm ups and cool downs, as close as 
practical to the playing diamonds. 

E  

 A bullpen is provided for each team on each 
diamond. 

HD  

 Provide a warm-up area for pitchers, as close 
as is practical to the diamond. 

E  

 Dugouts offering shelter (sun and rain) and 
seating a minimum of 25 people with room for 
team and personal equipment. 

E  

 Provide a scoreboard that can be updated 
innings by innings and can be viewed by 
players and spectators on each diamond. 

E  

 Provide sufficient ground maintenance staff to 
refurbish and maintain diamonds in relation to 
the Event draw. 

E  

 Homerun fences, including boundary fences 
from the backstop down each dead ball line 
linking with the outfield fence are mandatory, 
and will be at a distance in accordance with 
the Softball Australia rulebook. 
For Men a Standard of 250 feet (76.2 metres) 
with a minimum of 4 feet (1.22) or a minimum 
of distance of 225 feet (68.58) with a 
minimum height of 8 feet (2.44). 
For Women a Standard of no less than 225 
feet (68.58) and a minimum of 4 feet (1.22) 

E  

 Temporary homerun fences will be suitably 
fixed and padded to provide fielder protection 
from injury. 

E  

 There must be a 50 feet (15.24 metres) clear 
area along the centrefield of the outfield 
fence, in the direct line of sight of the batter 
past the pitcher, this area must also be clear 
of signage. 

E  

 Provide sufficient tarps/covers to cover home 
plate, pitching plate and bases, in the Event 
of inclement weather. 

E  

 Provide at least one diamond with lighting if 
night games are likely to be scheduled. 
Lighting requirements are: infield 650/450 
LUX horizontal/vertical and outfield 450/200 
LUX horizontal/vertical. 

E  

 All diamonds will be marked in accordance 
with ISF Rules prior to the commencement of 
each game. All other diamond and field 
dimensions and measurements will be in 
accordance with ISF Rules. 

E  

 Provide water containers and ice for use by 
teams at each diamond. 

E This is not a requirement for 
AU15RC or Australia Cup. 
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Tick Requirements  Comments 

 Provide two changing room facilities for 
teams or at least one large enough to 
accommodate two teams at a time.  

HD  

 Mixed gender tournaments must have 
separate changing rooms, clearly signed. 

E  

Facilities for officials 

 Provide umpire changing facilities and room 
in accordance with the Australian 
Championship Regulations. 

E  

 The umpires’ room must include tables and 
chairs, fridge (esky), coat hangers/clothes 
racks and hot and cold beverages. 

E  

 Provide facilities for the TCS and statisticians 
in accordance with the Australian 
Championship Regulations. 

E  

 Provide a meeting room for use by 
Tournament Officials and for confidential 
meetings, including judiciary meetings or 
tribunals. 

E  

Venue signage 

 Display appropriate venue signage to meet 
WHS and general safety requirements, such 
as ‘Beware Foul Balls’ and ‘No Smoking’ etc. 

E  

 Display a large results board, that is 
frequently updated, featuring fixtures, results 
and ladders, standing after the first round etc. 

E  

Personnel 

 Unless specific arrangements or dispensation 
is given by Softball Australia, the Host must 
appoint sufficient personnel to hold the 
following positions: 

¶ TC 

¶ TCS 

¶ Tournament statisticians 

¶ Media Officer 

¶ Photographer 

¶ Ground crew/score board operators 

¶ Medical Officer (First Aid Officer) 

¶ Merchandise sales 

¶ Canteen sales  

¶ Ground announcer/commentator 

One person can hold more than one 

appointment. 

E  

 Provide staffing in the following areas: 

¶ Bat persons 

HD  
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Tick Requirements  Comments 

¶ Team liaison officers 

¶ Gate assistants 

¶ Officials liaison officer 

 Tournament Event staff will wear some form 
of official identification, be it uniforms, badges 
or other recognisable item. 

E  
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Appendix 2 

Event Hosting Agreement 

 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN: 

Softball Australia Limited (Softball Australia) 

And 

      (Host), Event Host of the       (Event), for the term specified in the Event Hosting 

Application Form. 

The following sets out terms and conditions upon which Softball Australia and the Host agree to be 

bound.  

Introduction 

1 Softball Australia sanctions Events as part of the Softball Australia International/National 

Events and Championship program. These Events will be conducted in accordance with 

the Australian Championship Regulations, Softball Australia’s Official Playing Rules 2014-

2017 and other Softball Australia policies. This Event includes all functions and softball 

activities in connection with the Event. 

Softball Australia obligations 

2 Softball Australia agrees to: 

2.1 Manage all team entries, registrations and the player draft. 

2.2 Supply Easton softballs for the Event.  

2.3 Appoint the Tournament Chief Umpire  

2.4 Appoint national selectors to attend the Event. 

2.5 Pay for Softball Australia guests invited to any functions held in connection with 

the Event. 

3 In consultation with the Host, Softball Australia agrees to: 

3.1 Coordinate all Event pre-Event meetings, teleconferences and reporting. 

3.2 Develop and distribute an Event draw to all relevant stakeholders. 

3.3 Appoint a Softball Australia Technical Delegate (TD). 

3.4 Produce the Event Program cover. 

3.5 Promote the Event on the Softball Australia website and via other relevant 

marketing communication channels. 

3.6 Conduct site and ground inspections as and when required. 

3.7 Coordinate sponsorship and advertising, in accordance with Softball Australia’s 

National Sponsorship Policy. 

3.8 Provide Softball Australia merchandise for sale at the Event, paying a 

commission profit margin on each individual item to the Host for merchandise 

sold at the Event. 
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Host obligations 

4 The Host agrees to: 

4.1 Appoint a Tournament Convenor, who will be a member of the Tournament 

Management Committee (TMC). 

4.2 In consultation with the National Chief Statistician, appoint a Tournament Chief 

Statistician (TCS) who will be a member of the TMC, and also appoint official 

statisticians and iScore personnel. 

4.3 Communicate to Softball Australia any potential difficulties in meeting the terms 

and conditions agreed to in this Agreement. 

4.4 Consult with Softball Australia in regard to any functions or activities that may be 

held in conjunction with the Event and that are not specifically covered in the 

terms and conditions of this Agreement. 

4.5 Meet the requirements of any specific terms and conditions included in 

Schedule 1 of this Agreement, as negotiated as part of the Host’s or Softball 

Australia’s specific requirements to host the Event. 

4.6 If applicable ensure age-grade National Championships have an alcohol-free 

area approved by Softball Australia. 

5 In addition to the aforementioned, the Host agrees to deliver on all standards and 

requirements indicated within their Hosting Application.  

Event cancellation 

6 If the Event does not proceed due to an occurrence beyond the control of the Host or 

Softball Australia, Softball Australia will, by prior agreement with the Host, refund the Host 

all or a proportion of reasonable costs incurred by the Host. 

Breach and termination 

7 If Softball Australia or the Host is in breach of this Agreement, the other party must give 

14 days’ notice to resolve the breach. If the breach remains unresolved, the other party 

may give notice of termination of this Agreement. 
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Execution and date 

Executed as an Agreement. 

Signed for and on behalf of Softball Australia:  

 

 

 

Chet Gray 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

  

Date:  

Signed for and on behalf of the Host:  

Signed by       on behalf of      : 

 

 

  

Signature of       

 

 

  

Date:  
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Schedule 1 

Specific Terms and Conditions 

These Event-specific terms and conditions are agreed upon by both parties and include: 

1       

2       

3       

4       

5       

 

Signed for and on behalf of Softball Australia: 

 

  

Chet Gray 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

  

Date:  

Signed for and on behalf of the Host:  

Signed by       on behalf of      : 

 

 

  

Signature of       

 

 

  

Date:  
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Appendix 3 

Form 1: State Nominations for Player Draft 

 
 
State:       

  
 

 

Given name Surname Championship Positions 

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

                        

 

 
 

Signed on behalf of state:        

   

Position with state:       

   

Date:        
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Appendix 4 

Form 2: Request to Participate in Player Draft 

Please complete a Player Draft Form for each Event in which the state would like to draft players. 

State:       

Point of contact:        

Phone number:       
 

Players are required for the following positions: 

¶ Teams ranked 8, 7, 6 and 5 are able to select up to four players 

¶ Teams ranked 4 and 3 are able to select up to two players 

 

Position Number required Special requirements 

Pitcher             

Catcher             

Infield             

Outfield             

Utility             
 

 

Signed on behalf of the state:       

Position with state:       

Date:       
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Appendix 5 

Form 3: Nomination for Inclusion in Player Draft 
 

I       
(print full name) 

of       
 

State:        Postcode:       
 

Mobile:        
 

Email:       
 

A registered member of       
(State Association) 

 

apply to be included in the player draft for the       
(Year and name of national Event) 

 

In making this application I declare that: 

 I made myself available for selection, but was not successful in gaining a position in my 

home state's team 

OR 

 I cleared to another state after 1 August and did not have the opportunity to try out for the 

state I was registered with at 1 August due to the state team tryouts occurring after the date 

I cleared. 

I am also aware that should I be entered in the national draft pool: 

¶ I may be selected by any state participating in the draft and that state may not necessarily 

be my preferred choice. 

¶ Once selected by a state, I am bound to play for that state in the ensuing national Event 

unless I withdraw for any reason or I am recalled (for national championships only) by my 

home state by the closing date for recall. 

¶ I may withdraw from that state's team for any reason. However, upon withdrawal, I 

acknowledge that I will no longer be eligible to be selected by any other state or my home 

state for that Event (unless recalled by my home state for a National Championship Event. 

¶ I will abide by the relevant requirements of the state's team management at all times, both 

on and off the field, while I am acting in the capacity as a representative of that team and 

state. 

¶ I agree that I may be charged a levy to represent the state that I am drafted to; however it 

will be no more than what I would have been charged if I was representing my state. 
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In support of my nomination for inclusion in the player draft, I provide the following information: 

My preferred playing positions are: 

 

1       3       

    

2       4       

    

Date of birth:       

    

Throw:  Left  Right Bat:  Left  Right  Switch 
    

20m sprint time (seconds):       

    

Home to 2nd base sprint time (seconds):       

    

Representative experience:       

 

 

 

 

    

Other playing experience:       

 

 

 

 

 

Signed:   Dated:       

 

The __________________________ State Association endorses this application for inclusion in the player 

draft for the above Event. 

Signed on behalf of state:        

   

Position with state:       

   

Date:        
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Appendix 6 

National Events Application for Pick-Up Official 

Championship:       Year:       
 

State seeking pick-up:       

 

Official details 

Name:       
 

Address:       
 

Postcode:        Date of birth:       
 

Tel: (     )        (     )       Mobile:       
 (home) (business)  
 

Email:       
 

Home club:        Association:       
 

State:       
 

 

Reason for requesting pick-up of official 

      
 

Authority 
I agree to be a pick-up official for the abovenamed Association for the stated Australian Championship. 

 

Signed:        Parent/Guardian:       
 

Date:  

 

To be completed by state seeking official  To be completed by official's home State 
Association 

I hereby request approval for the above named official to 
participate for my state at the above championship. 

 I certify that the above named player was available 
for selection for the state team and that this state 
has no objection to the player/official being a pick-up 
for the above named state. 

Signed:    Signed:   

Name:    Name:   

Position:    Position:   

Date:    Date:   

       

 

Reasons if request is denied 
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Appendix 7 

Australian Championship Competition Rules 

National Championships are played under the current Softball Australia Rule Book including any 

Softball Australia technical bulletins. The information set out below is in addition to the Rules set out 

in the Official Playing Rules. 

1 Attendance at meeting and grounds 

1.1 All teams are to be represented at technical and management meetings; failure to comply 

may result in a $200 penalty. All teams must also be at the venue and ready to start 

30 minutes prior to game schedule; non-compliance will incur a $100 penalty.  

1.2 The Technical Meeting will be chaired by the TD, with representation from the TCS, TC 

and TCU. 

1.3 Technical Meeting Agenda Template – Appendix 17. Agenda items will cover specific and 

relevant topics relating to the Event. 

1.4 A team managers meeting may be conducted at the completion of the round robin and 

prior to the finals series, if deemed necessary by the TD. This meeting may be held to: 

confirm final placings prior to finals, confirm the playing schedule, and address any matters 

that may have arisen during the round robin. 

1.5 Any changes to ground rules will be announced 30 minutes before the game when line-up 

cards are exchanged. 

1.6 Teams are to be in their respective dugouts 20 minutes prior to the commencement of their 

game. 

2 Balls 

2.1 Balls for all games will be supplied by, and remain the property of, Softball Australia. One 

ball will be given to each team for use by the pitcher at least 30 minutes before each game. 

The ball will be handed back to the plate umpire when requested before the game. Softball 

Australia will provide balls on a ratio of 3 balls per game. Consideration for extra balls for 

an event will be given, on a ratio of 4 balls per game, where historically balls have been lost 

or damaged more frequently. 

3 Bases 

3.1 All bases and the pitching and home plate will be firmly secured. If pegs are used for 

bases, they must be completely covered by the base. Velcro attached bases must not be 

used. The double base should be two separate bases with the base in foul territory being of 

a contrasting colour. 

4 Grounds 

4.1 Before the start of national championships, the TCU and/or the TD will undertake a safety 

check of the grounds. The TCU/TD will advise the convenor of the championship or his/her 

nominated representative of changes to be made (if any) at least four hours before the start 

of the Technical Meeting.  

5 Suspension of play 

5.1 In the event of adverse weather, the TMC will decide whether a game will commence, be 

delayed, recorded as a regulation or abandoned. 
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5.2 Once a game has commenced, if darkness, rain, storm, panic or other cause puts the 

players or patrons in peril the game will be suspended. The Plate Umpire will decide if a 

game is to be suspended. Once the game is suspended (for other than a shower of rain), 

the plate umpire hands the responsibility over to the TMC. The TMC will decide when and if 

the game will resume. 

5.3 A game temporarily suspended by the plate umpire for any reason without a result being 

determined under a “Regulation Game” will be resumed at the point where it was 

suspended using the original line-up during the round of play. Every effort should be made 

to complete round one with regulation games and then round two and so on. 

5.4 The TMC may decide to record a regulation game for any game suspended, that is 

regulation at the time of suspension (providing a result under the rules has been achieved), 

during any round in the interest of the tournament draw (and in the interest of completing 

the full round on a designated time frame if applicable). 

5.5 If by the end of play for the day a suspended game has played for five or more innings with 

a result, or the team second at bat has scored more runs than the other team in four or 

more innings a regulation game will be recorded. 

6 Barracking 

6.1 Barracking is allowed from the benches but there must be no personal or disparaging 

remarks.  

7 Smoking & consumption of alcohol 

7.1 Smoking or the consumption of alcohol is not permitted on the benches or the field or whilst 

in uniform. Any breaches to this may result in a player/official being ejected from the game 

and/or championship. 

8 Toss 

 The home team is defined as the team that occupies 3rd base and fields first. 

8.1 Where there is an uneven number of rounds of competition in the round robin, one person 

from each team will report to the TCU at the conclusion of the Technical Meeting for the 

toss to decide the 'home team'. The first named team on the official draw will call the toss.  

8.2 Where there is an even number of rounds of competition in the round robin, there will be no 

requirement for the toss. The first named team on the official playing schedule will be the 

home team. 

8.3 For all the first round of finals matches, the team that finished higher on the ladder will have 

the choice to be the home or away team (without toss). 

8.4 For subsequent rounds of the finals series, the team that is the winner of the highest 

ranked game after each round of finals will have the choice to be the home or away team. 

8.5 In the page system final where the winning team from the final plays back to back in the 

Grand Final, the winning team may keep the dugout utilised in the previous game. 

9 Warm-up 

9.1 Each team may have a five-minute warm-up on the playing surface, on each diamond only 

for their first scheduled game of the tournament. The 'home team' will have last warm-up 

and remain on the field for the start of the game, unless team announcements are made 

prior to the game when both teams will be required to vacate the diamond. 
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9.1.1 Teams will be allowed to warm up in the outfield only whilst ground maintenance 

staff are completing their work on the infield area. 

9.1.2 Long-ball hitting cannot be undertaken, however throwing, bunting, pepper 

hitting, ground and fly ball fungo hitting or whiffle ball hitting are acceptable 

activities. All hitting must be done from foul territory toward centre field. Throwing 

and hitting off or on the foul ball lines is not permitted. 

9.1.3 Pitchers must warm up in the designated bullpen areas where possible.  

9.1.4 Care should be taken where spectators are likely to be hit by wild throws or 

pitches. 

9.2 During a game, pitchers should warm up in the bull pens; if bull pens are not available then 

outfield foul territory should be used, with the pitcher pitching away from the field of play. A 

minder with a glove should be stationed in a position to protect the pitcher and catcher 

facing the batter. The minder should verbalise and try to keep his players away from live 

ball plays. A maximum of four people may be in the outfield area  

9.3 Coaches will report for the pre-game meeting one minute before the scheduled start of the 

game. If there are to be announcements made, the meeting will take place five minutes 

prior to the scheduled start of the game. 

10 Introductions 

10.1 At the discretion of the Host, in consultation with Softball Australia, players and officials 

may be introduced to dignitaries or the public before the game. 

11 Bench area 

11.1 All team personnel who are participating in a game must remain within the designated 

'bench area' throughout that game. This does not preclude the team manager/administrator 

leaving the bench area on matters concerning ice, injured/sick players, etc. 

11.2 Team personnel who are involved in scouting/videoing/etc. outside the dugout whilst their 

team is playing must not be in uniform and must not be listed on the line-up card; they are 

not permitted to communicate with their team. 

11.3 Players who are sick/injured and are not going to participate in a game: 

¶ must not be listed on the line-up card. 

¶ may be on the bench but must be in their playing uniform. 

¶ may be off the bench but must not be in their playing uniform. 

12 eCommunication and filming 

12.1 States are reminded that the rules of softball prohibit any form of communication equipment 

being taken on the field of play, which includes the dugout. 

12.2 There will be no filming directly behind the back nets behind home plate by any competing 

team for individual team use. Filming may only occur behind the back nets if all competing 

teams are provided a copy of the film and it is within 24 hours of having been filmed.  

13 Team statistics 

13.1 Team statistics will be forwarded to Softball Australia’s NEC within one week of the 

conclusion of the Event. The NEC will forward individual team statistics to each respective 

state office. 
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13.2 Teams that do not include a team statistician in their team rosters will not be provided 

individual statistics daily during the Event. 

14 Line up cards 

14.1 Line-up cards will be provided by Softball Australia and will be distributed at the Technical 

Meeting. Each team will complete a line-up card for each game. 

14.2 Team coaches/administrators are reminded to refer to Softball Australia’s Official Playing 

Rules for instructions on completing line-up cards. 

14.3 In all Australian Championships or tournaments when the line-up is submitted to the TCU 

before the game in accordance with the Australian Championship Regulations, the line-up 

must be signed by the Head Coach/Manager. Once submitted to the TCU, the line-up will 

be official. 

14.4 Each team will hand three copies of the line-up card to the TCU 30 minutes prior to the 

scheduled game time. The TCU will hand each team a copy of the opposing team's line-up.  

14.5 When one of the two competing teams is playing the second game of a back-to-back 

double header, that team will hand the three copies of their line-up card to the TCU 

30 minutes prior to the start of the second game or 20 minutes after the conclusion of the 

first game of the double header, whichever is the later.  

NOTE: Softball Australia has the right to penalise teams who fail to comply. 

14.6 The TCU will arrange for one copy of each line-up card to go to the TCS. 

14.7 The TCS will arrange copies of the line-up cards for selectors and announcers. 

14.8 Changes to the official line-up may be made at the pre-game meeting in case of injury. 

However, the batting order must not be changed. Under no circumstances can a new line-

up be presented at the pre-game meeting. 

15 Forfeits 

15.1 The score of a forfeited game will be 7-0 in favour of the team not at fault. All player 

statistics of a forfeited game will be included in the official records, except that of a pitcher's 

win-loss record. 

16 Results 

16.1 Results of games at all championships will be determined in accordance with Softball 

Australia’s Official Playing Rules except as provided for in these championship rules. 

17 Game management initiatives to reduce length of game times 

17.1 Ball Rotation 

17.1.1 When a ball leaves the playing field, it should be returned directly to the plate or 

base umpire or through a designated "ball return chute". Balls should not be 

returned to the defensive team field through the dug outs or thrown from the 

dead ball area to the field. 

17.1.2 Players should not wait, or request time for the ball to be returned. 

(Effect: After a warning from the umpire a ball with be called on the batter) 
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17.2 On Deck Batter’s Circle  

17.2.1 The On Deck Batter may take a position in their team’s on-deck circle, however 

that batter may take a position in the other on-deck circle so that they are behind 

the batter and not on the batter’s open side. 

17.3 Temporary runner 

17.3.1 In the event that the catcher is on base when there are two outs, the catcher will 

be replaced on base by a temporary runner.  

17.3.2 The temporary runner may act as a runner for the catcher until they have scored, 

or the third out - whichever occurs first - at which time the catcher will return to 

the game. 

17.3.3 The temporary runner must be an eligible player in the line-up and not in the next 

four batters. An eligible player is defined as someone listed on the Line-Up Card 

submitted to the plate umpire at the pre-game meeting and has not been 

deemed removed and ineligible under Softball Australia Official Playing Rules. 

17.3.4 The plate umpire must be notified that a temporary runner is entering the game. 

17.3.5 Any statistics accrued by the temporary runner while they are in the game are 

credited to that player. 

NOTE 1 to 17.3.5: If a team does not replace the catcher with two out, and this is 

noticed by an umpire, or brought to the umpire's attention by the defensive team, 

this error may be corrected as soon as it is noticed. There is no penalty. 

17.4 Between innings/change of innings timing 

17.4.1 If in the umpire’s judgment one minute has expired or is about to expire, the 

umpire will limit the pitcher to one warm-up pitch. 

17.4.2 When the catcher was at bat or the on deck batter, the defensive team should 

have a warm up catcher or a defensive player ready to take the warm up pitches 

or the umpire will limit the pitcher to one warm-up pitch. 

17.5 Tiebreaker 

17.5.1 Starting with the top of the 8th and 9th inning, the offensive team shall begin its 

turn at bat with the player who is scheduled to bat ninth in that respective half-

inning being placed on 2nd base. The player who is running can be substituted in 

accordance with the substitution rules. 

17.5.2 Starting with the top of the 10th inning and each half inning thereafter, the 

offensive team shall begin its turn at bat with the player who is scheduled to bat 

ninth in that respective half-inning being placed on 3rd base. The player who is 

running can be substituted in accordance with the substitution rules. 

NOTE: If an incorrect runner in the line-up is placed on base, this error may be 

corrected as soon as it is noticed. There is no penalty. 

18 Pitching  

18.1 Intentional base on balls 

18.1.1 Each team playing in youth age-grade Australian championships may only use 

the intentional base on balls rule once per game. 
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19 Disruptions 

19.1 Where there has been a major disruption to a championship, the determination of the 

winner of the championship will be left to the TMC. However, the TMC may decide that 

insufficient games have been played to declare a winner. 

19.2 The following guidelines are for the assistance of the TMC: 

19.2.1 Every attempt should be made to determine a winner through the playing of 

games, eg a single elimination round. 

19.2.2 In the case of a single round-robin, if the round cannot be completed the winner 

should be decided on the games played. However, consideration must be given 

to the number of games each team has played. 

19.2.3 In the case of a double round-robin, and the first round has been completed but 

the second round cannot be completed, and this could affect the final standings, 

the winner would be the team leading on points at the completion of the first 

round. If the first round has not been completed, the winner should be decided 

on the games played, taking into account the number of games each team has 

played. 

19.2.4 If the finals series cannot be played or completed, the winner will be the team 

leading on points at the end of the round-robin regardless of whether it is a single 

or double round robin and regardless of the type of finals series being played. 

19.2.5 If teams are equal on points at the completion of the round-robin, refer to the 

procedures set out in Rule 20. 

20 Positions for finals and resolution of ties 

20.1 The following procedures will determine the position of teams for the final standings at the 

completion of the round-robin and resolve such positions in the event of a tie between two 

or more teams. 

20.2 Two points will be awarded for each win in the round-robin games. 

20.3 A tie exists when two or more teams have the same number of points at the completion of 

the round-robin games. 

20.4 A tie will be resolved by following the under mentioned procedures: 

20.4.1 If two or more teams are tied on points, the team with the least runs against for 

the entire round-robin will take the higher ladder position. 

20.4.2 In the case that two teams are tied on points and runs against, the team that won 

the first round-robin game between those two teams will take the higher ladder 

position. 

20.4.3 If three teams are tied on points and runs against, the head-to-head results 

played between those three teams in the first round of the round-robin will be 

considered. Where one team has won both games against the other two teams it 

is tied with in the first round of the round-robin, this team will take the higher 

ladder position. The next two ladder positions between the remaining two tied 

teams would be determined by the head-to-head game between those two 

teams in the first round. 

20.4.4 In the case that three or more teams are tied on points and runs against and the 

teams can't be separated by the head-to-head results in the first round, eg each 
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team has the same number of wins as the other teams they are tied with in the 

games played against each other, the positions will be determined by the final 

standings at the end of the first round of the round-robin (with points, then runs 

against as the determining factors). 

20.4.5 If these teams are still tied (three or more teams tied on points, runs against, 

can't be separated by head-to-head results in the first round and are tied on 

points and runs against at the end of the first round) then the teams that are tied 

will have their team names placed in a hat and drawn out in positional order. 

21 Game times 

21.1 All games will start at the scheduled time. 

21.1.1 Exception 1:  For games played on the same diamond there will be at least 20 

minutes between games.  

21.1.2 Exception 2: When a team is playing consecutive games there will be a minimum 

of 30 minutes between games. 

21.2 Where games are behind schedule they may be rescheduled or transferred to another 

diamond at the discretion of the TMC. 

21.3 Regulation tied games will be played from the beginning. Line-ups may be changed. 

22 Protests 

22.1 All protests will be dealt with on the spot by the TCU or a person appointed by the TCU. 

23 Ejection from a game 

23.1 Should any player or official be ejected from a game for unsportsmanlike conduct or 

offensive language, the umpire/s involved will submit a written report to the TCU as soon as 

possible after the conclusion of the game. A tribunal comprising the TMC with the TD acting 

as chairperson will be formed. 

23.2 The game schedule will not be changed or postponed while the TMC plan, carryout and 

complete the tribunal. The ejected person will not participate in the tournament until the 

tribunal is heard, with the tribunal deciding the complete penalty, if applicable.  

23.3 An officiating umpire may report any player or official for offensive conduct or language any 

time after a game has been called, in which case the reported individual will be required to 

appear before a tribunal. An Umpire’s Report of Player/Official Game Ejection Form is 

included in Appendix 14. 

23.4 A team official must ensure any individual ejected from a game leaves the surrounding area 

immediately; this includes the game spectator area and any area that offers vision of the 

game.  

23.4.1 In the event that the ejected individual is under-age, a team official is required to 

accompany the ejected player until the full completion of the game. A member of 

the TMC must ensure ejected individuals leave the area accordingly. 

23.5 An individual ejected from a game for unsportsmanlike conduct or offensive language will 

automatically receive a one-game suspension from their team’s next scheduled game and 

will appear before a tribunal. 
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Technical ejections 

23.6 Rule violations (as per official rules) will not attract an automatic one game or tribunal 

hearing. 

24 Tribunals 

24.1 The tribunal comprises of each member of the TMC, TD, TCS, TCU and TC. 

24.2 The tribunal has the authority to deal with, and take action against any participant whose 

actions or conduct is reported as a breach of Softball Australia’s Codes of Conduct. 

24.3 Prior to an Event, Softball Australia will provide the TD with a confidential report of any prior 

hearings and consequent actions taken against a participant. 

24.4 At the conclusion of the Event, the tribunal will prepare a written summary of any hearings 

and actions taken or imposed and forward this summary to the Softball Australia National 

Events Coordinator (NEC).  

24.5 If action against a participant is required, Softball Australia will advise the relevant state of 

the tribunal findings and action taken. 

25 Tribunal procedures 

25.1 The TD will advise the ejected individual, the TCU and the umpire/s concerned of the time 

and place the tribunal will take place.  

25.2 Once convened, the Chair will invite the umpire/s to confirm reports details. Tribunal 

members may then ask questions to clarify their understanding of the events leading to the 

ejection. 

25.3 The individual ejected will then join the tribunal and the Chair will read the report to the 

individual and ensure they understand the content. The individual will then be given the 

opportunity to give their version of events and ask questions of the umpire who submitted 

the report. At this point, tribunal members may ask questions of the individual to clarify their 

understanding of the events leading to the ejection. 

25.4 Once the individual and umpire have given their version of events, the tribunal will meet in 

private to discuss evidence and determine what, if any, further action is required. In 

determining what action is required, previous penalties or game ejections of the individual 

will be taken into account. This information is provided to the TD in a sealed envelope prior 

to the Event. The TD will also be in possession of guidelines on penalties available to be 

administered by a tribunal. 

25.5 The individual will be advised on actions deemed necessary, together with an explanation 

as to why penalties have been imposed. 

25.6 If a penalty includes suspension from further games, the individual must be advised that 

they are not permitted to be in team uniform, on the bench or in contact with team members 

during the course of a game. They are, however, allowed to practise and warm-up with the 

team. 

25.7 A decision by a tribunal to impose a penalty will be final and not subject to appeal. The 

tribunal will complete the official Report of Tribunal Hearing Form included in Appendix 15, 

and forward to Softball Australia post-Event. 

25.8 If the tribunal is of the opinion that the conduct of the individual warrants further 

suspension/disqualification by a Softball Australia judiciary, a written report will be 

forwarded to the NEC for consideration. The individual concerned must be advised of this 
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course of action when facing the tribunal. If the NEC determines a judiciary is required, a 

judiciary committee will be formed to investigate and recommend an appropriate course of 

action. 

26 Complaints, disputes and behavioural expectations 

26.1 Any complaints or disputes shall be submitted in writing and submitted to the TD to be 

reviewed and considered by the TMC. Any complaint arising out of the event will be 

referred to the NEC and, if required, the National Events Committee for consideration and 

where necessary, action within seven days of the conclusion of the Event. 

26.2 The Host must forward a written report to the NEC relating to any state team that does not 

comply with these Competition Rules. Softball Australia will consider and take action as 

necessary against any report.  

26.3 Where a team refuses to commence or continue a game, Softball Australia has the 

authority to impose a fine of up to $1,000, which must be paid by the offending team’s state 

governing body within one month after completion of the Event. Any person, team or state 

dealt with under these Regulations will have the right to appeal to the Softball Australia 

Board of Directors. 

26.4 In addition to the Codes of Conduct, all participants should bring to the attention of game or 

Event officials, any concerns relating to the behaviour of participants or spectators. If a 

spectator excessively abuses a participant, the umpire should seek the team manager’s 

assistance to help control the situation. If a spectator refuses to comply, the TMC or TD 

should be notified and play suspended until the situation has been rectified and is under 

control. 

27 Drug testing 

27.1 The Host must be aware of the Australia Sports Anti-Doping Authority (ASADA) 

requirements. ASADA is permitted to test or conduct doping control at any Softball 

Australia Events. Softball Australia’s Anti-Doping Policy is available on the Softball 

Australia website. Hosts must provide the following facilities and equipment in order to 

accommodate ASADA requirements: 

27.1.1 A drug testing room and waiting area for the sole purpose of drug testing that 

offers athlete privacy and confidentiality and is close to the field of play. The drug 

testing room should include a small table and at least three chairs. 

27.1.2 A toilet facility which allows a chaperone to directly observe a competitor 

providing a urine sample. 

27.1.3 The facility must be secured by lock, to accommodate the storage of drug testing 

equipment. 

27.1.4 The Host must also supply bottles of non-carbonates water and a fridge, esky or 

bin with ice to keep bottled water chilled. 

27.2 The facility will be inspected by the Doping Control Officer (DCO) on arrival at the ground. 

The reserved area must be appropriately signed to ensure non-authorised personnel do not 

enter the area. Upon arrival, the DCO will indicate the number of sealed bottles of water 

that will be required. Any additional staff or equipment and testing-related expenses will be 

provided by ASADA. 
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27.3 All ASADA officials will be wearing uniform or identification badges and the DCO will make 

contact with the TD or TC immediately on arrival. A copy of the game schedule and team 

lists should be made available to the DCO at this time. 

28 Duty of care 

28.1 Host states, the TMC and team officials must ensure they are conversant with the following 

guidelines: 

28.1.1 Lightning Strike Guidelines. 

28.1.2 Pregnancy Guidelines. 

28.1.3 Hot Weather Guidelines. 

29 Approved and Non-Approved Bats and Batted Ball Speed (BBS) Test Certification 

29.1 All bats used in Australian Championships will be approved for use if: 

¶ It is listed on the current ISF Certified Bat List, or 

¶ It is listed on the ASA Approved Bat List. 

29.2 Compliance with this requirement rests with all participants of the game, not just the 

umpires, as the practicality of checking bats with separate lists prior to all games at all 

levels is not feasible. 

29.3 It is of utmost importance that players, coaches, parents, team managers and 

administrators, understand they play an important role in this requirement. 

29.4 Reference to the following websites will assist in understanding the procedure and testing 

process. 

 

NOTE 1: Bats are continually being retested to ensure they comply with the International 

standards please visit the following sites: 

The International Softball Federation bat list: 

¶ http://www.wbsc.org/softball-bat-list/ 

 

The American Softball Association bat list:  

¶ http://www.teamusa.org/usa-softball/play-usa-softball/certified-usa-softball-

equipment 

NOTE 2: The ISF BBS standard is 100mph; the ASA standard is 98mph. 

NOTE 3: If a bat cannot be identified due to the manufacturer’s logo and model number 

being worn away, then the bat will be rejected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.softball.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/SAL-Lightning-Strikes-GuidelinesFINAL.pdf
http://www.softball.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/SAL-Pregnancy-GuidelinesFINAL.pdf
http://www.softball.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/SAL-Hot-Weather-GuidelinesFINAL.pdf
http://www.wbsc.org/softball-bat-list/
http://www.teamusa.org/usa-softball/play-usa-softball/certified-usa-softball-equipment
http://www.teamusa.org/usa-softball/play-usa-softball/certified-usa-softball-equipment
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Current registered markings for certification 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29.5 Teams should ensure 

their team bats are checked prior to the tournament 

29.6 The bats will be checked at the Technical Meeting. The coach, team manager and players 

should ensure all bats are presented for certification checking. 

29.7 If a non-certified bat is detected or is reported to the umpire at any point during a game, it 

will be treated the same as any protest and heard on the spot; the bat will be immediately 

checked against the certification lists. 

29.8 If the bat is proven to be non-certified: 

29.8.1 On the first occurrence, play will be nullified if applicable, and the player will be 

ejected from the game. 

29.8.2 On the second occurrence, by any player of that team during the Championship, 

the player and the head coach will be ejected from the game. 

30 Metal cleats 

30.1 Metal cleats can be worn by players at U19 to open-grade tournaments, International 

Friendship Series and Australia Cup. 

31 Opening and closing ceremonies ï attendance 

31.1 All members of all participating teams shall be present and participate appropriately in the 

opening and closing ceremonies. 

31.2 Team members will wear either their state walk-out uniform/team dress uniform or playing 

uniform unless otherwise notified. Information regarding uniform requirements for the 

opening and closing ceremonies will be in the championship Handbook.  

32 Australian squad/team selections 

Nominations 

32.1 Each state is required to submit Softball Australia’s Registration Nomination – Conditions of 

Participation Forms for all players and officials available for selection in an Australian 

squad/team. 

32.2 Only players who are Australian citizens or who have Australian citizenship pending are 

eligible to nominate for selection in an Australian squad/team. 
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Removal of nomination 

32.3 It is the duty of the state team manager to report in writing to the TD any player who, during 

the championship, is proving unworthy of possible Australian selection. 

32.4 The TD at an Australian Championship may remove any player from the list of nominees at 

that championship on the grounds of character or demeanour adhering to the process 

below: 

32.4.1 A player may only be removed from the list of nominees after a panel, consisting 

of the TD and two other persons chosen by the TD, has discussed the issue with 

the player concerned in the presence of the player’s team administrator. 

32.4.2 When a player is removed from the list of nominees, the TD will: 

¶ Immediately advise the chairperson of the selection panel 

¶ Forward a written report to Softball Australia within 14 days of the 

removal of the player from the list of nominees.
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Appendix 8 

Rules for Australian U15 Regional Championships 

This document should be read in conjunction with Appendix 7: Australian Championship Competition 

Rules. 

1 Introduction 

1.1 All games at Australian U15 Girls’ and Boys’ Regional Championships will be played in 

accordance with: 

1.1.1 Softball Australia’s Official Playing Rules. 

1.1.2 Australian Championship Regulations. 

1.1.3 Softball Australia approved Technical Bulletins. 

1.1.4 Any specific ground rules requested by the Host and approved by Softball Australia. 

2 Balls 

2.1 The official ball is 11 inch hard core ball – Easton 804.  

3 Playing field 

3.1 The playing field shall be a minimum of 200ft/60.98m. Where a diamond is not fenced a 

white line and collapsible dome markers will mark the homerun boundary. If a batted ball 

goes through the boundary it will be a ground rule triple.  

3.2 The base distance is 60ft/18.29m. 

3.3 The pitching distances for U15: 

3.3.1 Girls is 40ft/12.19m  

3.3.2 Boys is 43ft/13.11m. 

4 Pitchers and catchers 

4.1 A single pitcher or catcher cannot play more than a maximum of three innings in that 

designated position during any one game.  

4.1.1 Exception: For the Final Series, the pitcher and catcher restrictions do not apply. 

4.2 If a pitch is thrown in any innings, that will constitute an innings.  

4.3 Catcher speed-up rule, and to satisfy the requirement at the U15 Championships to replace 

the catcher after three innings, the coach may advise the plate umpire of the incoming 

catcher during the offensive innings.  

This will allow the incoming catcher to come off base to get ready. This change can then 

officially be advised to the plate umpire in the change of innings without penalty.  

NOTE: 4.3 - If there is an appeal for an unreported substitute this is a correctable offence 

for this situation.  

5 Game 

5.1 Games in the round (s) of fixtures shall be limited to a regulation game or a time limit of 

one-and-a-half-hours (90 minutes) except that once an innings has commenced it must be 

completed.  

http://www.softball.org.au/the-rules-of-softball/official-softball-playing-rules-2014-2017/
http://www.softball.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Australian-Championship-RegulationsFINAL.pdf
http://www.softball.org.au/technical-bulletins/
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5.2 No new innings shall commence after the expiration of 80 minutes. 

5.3 Semi & Preliminary Finals: Any games played that have been designated as semi & 

preliminary finals, shall be played as for U15 Regional Championship Round Fixtures (a 

time limit of one-and-a-half-hours (90 minutes). 

5.4 Grand Finals: Grand finals shall be played out (7 innings), provided that, if after the 

completion of seven (7) innings of play the score is tied, the tiebreaker shall be played to 

determine a winning team.  

5.5 Tiebreaker rule: The tiebreaker rule shall commence at the top of the 8th innings 

5.5.1 NOTE: Should any grand final, either using the tiebreaker or not, result in a 

drawn game, (eg darkness, storm) both teams shall be declared joint winners of 

the competition. 

5.6 Intentional base on balls: The Intentional Base On Balls rule is not to be used in the 

Australian U15 Regional Championships; the pitcher must pitch four balls to the catcher if 

required. 

6 Results 

6.1 Results of games will be determined in accordance with Softball Australia’s Official Playing 

Rules except as provided for in these Championship Rules.  

6.2 Each team statistician is responsible for the accuracy of the result of the game as recorded 

on their results card for the game prior to handing to the plate umpire. 

6.3 The plate umpire will sign the score card at the conclusion of each game to verify the result.  

6.4 Result Cards showing the results of the game and signed by both teams and the plate 

umpire shall be returned to the TCU within 15 minutes after the conclusion of each game. 

The TCU will hand all scorecards to the TCS. 

6.5 In round-robin games,  

¶ 2 points will be awarded for each win 

¶ 1 point will be awarded to each team in a drawn game 

¶ 0 points will be awarded for a loss 

7 Disruptions/suspended/abandoned games 

7.1 If games are halted due to inclement weather, games will be suspended and will resume at 

an appropriate time from the point it was suspended.  

7.2 If a game cannot be resumed, games that have been played for one hour or five innings will 

constitute a regulation game or if the team second at bat have scored more runs in the 

bottom of the 4th innings.  
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Appendix 9 

Rules for the International Friendship Series 

This document should be read in conjunction with Appendix 7: Australian Championship Competition 

Rules. 

1 Introduction 

1.1 The International Friendship Series is played under the current ISF Rule Book including 

any Softball Australia technical bulletins. The information set out below is in addition to the 

rules set out in Softball Australia’s Official Playing Rules and the Australian Championship 

Regulations.  

2 Teams/line-up 

2.1 Teams have a provision to select two over U19 age-group players. These over-age players 

cannot be current or past members of an Open Women's or Men's national team.  

2.2 If a team wishes to have more than two over-age players, an exemption to allow them to 

play must be sought from Softball Australia. 

2.3 Team lists must not exceed 17 players. 

3 Balls 

3.1 Easton 888. 

4 Game duration 

4.1 Games shall be of 90 minutes duration; the innings in progress at the time shall be 

completed. 

4.2 If a winner cannot be achieved in the designated time, a drawn result will be recorded. 

4.3 The tiebreaker rule shall apply if the score is tied after the completion of seven innings or 

after the designated game time in the finals series. 

5 Points 

¶ 2 points will be awarded for each win 

¶ 1 point will be awarded to each team in a drawn game 

¶ 0 points will be awarded for a loss 

6 Designated runner 

6.1 A designated runner may be used once per innings 

6.2 If the designated runner is used for the catcher with two out, then the designated runner 

rule is considered to have been used. 
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Appendix 10 

Coaches’ Code of Conduct 

In addition to Softball Australia's values and general Code of Conduct, as ab official appointed by 

Softball Australia, a state or an affiliated association or club you must meet the following requirements 

in regard to your conduct during any activity held by or under the auspices of Softball Australia, a 

state or an affiliated association or club. 

¶ Respect the rights, dignity and worth of, and refrain from any discriminatory practices 

against, any person regardless of age, gender, ethnic origin, religion or ability. 

¶ Endeavour to ensure players' time spent with you is a positive experience. 

¶ Respect the talents, developmental stage and goals of each individual player. 

¶ Treat each player as an individual and help them reach their full potential. 

¶ Provide training programs that are planned and sequential and suitable for the 

age, experience and ability of the players. 

¶ Be fair, considerate and honest with players. 

¶ Be reasonable in your demands on your players' time and ensure there is an appropriate 

balance between sporting involvement, education and career objectives. 

¶ Implement clear rules for players in training and general conduct. 

¶ Be professional in your appearance and manner and accept responsibility for your actions. 

¶ Display high standards in language, manner, punctuality, preparation and 

presentation. 

¶ Display control, respect, dignity and professionalism to all involved with softball, 

including opponents, coaches, officials, umpires, statisticians, administrators, the 

media, parents and spectators. 

¶ Encourage your players to demonstrate the same qualities. 

¶ Make a commitment to providing a quality service to your players, your affiliated club, 

association and state, and to Softball Australia, by continually improving your knowledge 

and skill. 

¶ Maintain and improve your accreditation, qualifications and knowledge. 

¶ Seek continual self-improvement through performance appraisal and ongoing 

education. 

¶ Operate within the rules and spirit of the sport. 

¶ Abide by and respect the policies governing softball and sport generally and the 

organisations and individuals administering those policies. 

¶ Reject the use of performance enhancing drugs in sport and abide by the anti-

drugs policies of the relevant national and international sporting organisations 

and government regulatory bodies. 

¶ Ensure physical contact with players is appropriate to the situation and necessary for the 

player's skill development. Inappropriate physical contact is a form of sexual harassment. 
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¶ Refrain from any form of personal abuse. This includes verbal, physical and emotional 

abuse. 

¶ Refrain from any form of sexual harassment. This includes explicit, implicit, verbal and non-

verbal sexual harassment. 

¶ Refrain from initiating a relationship with a player and also discourage, in a sensitive 

manner, an attempt by a player to initiate a sexual relationship with you. 

¶ Provide a safe environment for training and competition. Ensure that equipment and 

facilities meet safety standards and are appropriate for the age and ability of the players. 

¶ Show consideration and caution towards sick and injured players. 

¶ Provide a modified training program where appropriate. 

¶ Allow further participation in training and competitions only when appropriate. 

¶ When necessary, follow the advice of a reputable doctor or physiotherapist when 

determining when a sick or injured player is ready to recommence training or 

competition. 

¶ Be a positive role model for softball and your players. 

¶ Do not tolerate acts of aggression. 

¶ Refrain from engaging in any behaviour that is in breach of Softball Australia's Member 

Protection Policy. 
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Appendix 11 

Players’ Code of Conduct 

In addition to Softball Australia's values and general Code of Conduct, as a player or participant in 

any activity held by or under the auspices of Softball Australia, a state or an affiliated association or 

club you must meet the following requirements in regard to your conduct during that activity. 

¶ Be a positive role model for softball at all times and value the individual. 

¶ Participate within the competition conditions and rules and in the spirit of fair play. 

¶ Accept victory and defeat with dignity. 

¶ Comply with umpires' decisions in a professional and respectful manner. 

¶ Cooperate with all official requests to promote softball in a professional manner. 

¶ Respect the rights, dignity and worth of all people, and refrain from any discriminatory 

practices against any person regardless of age, gender, ethnic origin, religion or ability. 

¶ Refrain from making derogatory, demeaning or discriminatory remarks about any 

administrators, players, coaches or other players. 

¶ Be professional in your appearance and manner and accept responsibility for your actions. 

¶ Display high standards in language, manner, punctuality, preparation and 

presentation 

¶ Display control, respect, dignity and professionalism to all involved with softball, 

including opponents, coaches, officials, umpires, statisticians, administrators, the 

media, parents and spectators 

¶ Maintain high standards of personal appearance and behaviour 

¶ Encourage others to demonstrate the same qualities 

¶ Refrain from any form of sexual innuendo or harassment towards any player, coach or 

official. This includes explicit, implicit, verbal and non-verbal sexual harassment. 

¶ Refrain from initiating a relationship with your coach. 

¶ Do not tolerate acts of aggression. 

¶ Perform any duties and responsibilities where you are a representative of Softball Australia 

in a mature, fair and professional manner. 

¶ Refrain from engaging in any behaviour that is in breach of Softball Australia's Protection 

Policy. 
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Appendix 12 

Spectators’ Code of Conduct 

In addition to Softball Australia's values and general Code of Conduct, as a spectator involved with 

Softball Australia, a state or an affiliated association or club activity must meet the following 

requirements in regard to your conduct during that activity. 

¶ Applaud good performance and efforts from all players and teams. Congratulate all players 

on their performance regardless of the game's outcome. 

¶ Respect the decisions of officials and coaches and teach young people to do the same. 

¶ Never ridicule or scold a young player for making a mistake. Positive comments are 

motivational. 

¶ Condemn the use of violence in any form, whether it is by other spectators, coaches, 

officials or players. 

¶ Show respect for your team's opponents. Without them there would be no game. 

¶ Encourage players to follow the rules and the officials' decisions. 

¶ Do not use violence, harassment or abuse in any form (i.e. do not use foul language, 

sledge or harass players, coaches, umpires, officials or other spectators). 

¶ Respect the rights, dignity and worth of every person regardless of their gender, ability, 

cultural background or religion. 
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Appendix 13 

Officials’ Code of Conduct 

In addition to Softball Australia's values and general Code of Conduct, as an official appointed by 

Softball Australia, a state or an affiliated association or club you must meet the following requirements 

in regard to your conduct during any activity held by or under the auspices of Softball Australia, a 

state or an affiliated association or club. 

1 Respect the rights, dignity and worth of all people, and refrain from any discriminatory 

practices against any person regardless of age, gender, ethnic origin, religion or ability. 

2 Place the safety and welfare of the players/participants above all else. 

3 Be fair and impartial. 

4 Avoid any situation which may lead to a conflict of interest. 

5 Be courteous, respectful and open to discussion and interaction. 

6 Refrain from any form of personal abuse. This includes verbal, physical and emotional 

abuse. 

7 Refrain from any form of sexual harassment. This includes explicit, implicit, verbal and non-

verbal sexual harassment. 

8 Make a commitment to providing a quality service to softball, to your affiliated club, 

association and state, and to Softball Australia by continually improving your officiating 

knowledge and skill. 

¶ Maintain and improve your accreditation 

¶ Seek continual self-improvement through performance appraisal and ongoing 

education 

9 Be professional in your appearance and manner and accept responsibility for your actions. 

¶ Display high standards in language, manner, punctuality, preparation and 

presentation 

¶ Display control, respect, dignity and professionalism to all involved with softball, 

including opponents, coaches, officials, umpires, statisticians, administrators, the 

media, parents and spectators 

¶ Encourage others to demonstrate the same qualities 

10 Operate within the rules and spirit of the sport. 

¶ Abide by and respect the policies governing softball and sport generally and the 

organisations and individuals administering those policies 

¶ Reject the use of performance enhancing drugs in sport and abide by the anti-

drugs policies of the relevant national and international sporting organisations 

and government regulatory bodies 

11 Value the individual in sport. 

12 Do not tolerate acts of aggression. 

13 Encourage inclusivity and access to all areas of officiating. 
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14 Refrain from engaging in any behaviour that is in breach of Softball Australia's Member 

Protection Policy.
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Appendix 14 

Umpire's Report of Player/Official Ejected from the Game 
Please complete this form and hand to UIC immediately following the game and to Softball Australia at the completion of the Championship. 

 

Player/Official details  

Name of player/official:  

Team:   Position:  

Game details  

Championship:   Game:  

Date:   Starting time:  

 
Game status:     

 Inning: Count: Runners: 

 
# 

 Top 
 Bottom Ball  Strike  Out   1st  2nd  3rd 

Ejection details  

Reason for ejection: Technical offence Conduct offence 

  Illegal re-entry  Unsportsmanlike conduct 

  Using altered bat  Verbal abuse 

  2nd offensive charged conference  Equipment abuse 

  Using communication device  Dissent 

  Other    Rough play 

   

 Fighting 

 Inciting 

 Immediately after the game 

    Other   
 

Events leading up to the ejection: 
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Action by player/official resulting in ejection:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conduct of player/official following ejection:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name of umpire/s making report:  Signature:  

  Signature:  

  Signature:  
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Appendix 15 

Report of Tribunal Hearing 

 

Softball Australia Technical Delegate must complete Report of Tribunal Hearing 
 

 

Date:       

Time:       

Venue:       

Members of Tribunal:       

  

  

Umpire/s attending:       

       

       

Official/s/Player/s attending:  

Official representing player:       

Other witnesses:       

Umpires written report received:    Yes      No 

  

Additional umpires comments added to report (provide points of clarification) 

      

 

Official/s/Player/s response (report accepted or disputed – points of difference) 
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Details of Tribunal decision and penalty imposed 

      

 

 

 

 

Signed:  Date:       

 Chairperson of Tribunal   

 

Signed:  Date:       

 Tournament Chief Umpire   

 

Signed:  Date:       

 Championship Convenor   

 

Signed:  Date:       

 Tournament Statistician   
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Appendix 16 

Request for International Player 

 

State requesting international player:  

National Championship Event:  

Event venue:  

Event date:  

State point of contact:  

Phone:  

  

Player’s name:  

Player’s home country:  

Playing position:  

Alternate playing position:  

Player’s highest playing level:  

  

In what way will the player’s participation be of benefit to the home state? 
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Appendix 17 

Technical Meeting Draft Agenda 

Date:   ..................................................  

Venue:    ..................................................................................  

 

1 President of Host or TD 

Welcomes representatives of participating teams and umpires 

2  Introductions of Event Officials and Team Representatives  

Softball Australia Technical Delegate (TD) –  ........................................... [H1][RC2] 

Tournament Convenor (TC) –  ..................................................................  

Tournament Chief Umpire (TCU) –  ..........................................................  

Tournament Chief Statistician (TCS) –  ....................................................  

Selectors –  

3 TD to Ascertain 

3.1 Participants have received a copy of the Event Rules & Procedures. 

3.2 In the case of Australian Championships, ensure that team officials have been issued 

with, by their state, a copy of the following sections from the National Events Manual: 

¶ Australian Championship Regulations 

¶ Softball Australia Policies/Guidelines: 

¶ Anti-Doping Policy 

¶ Hot Weather Guidelines 

¶ Member Protection Policy 

¶ Pregnancy Policy 

NOTE: Copies of these can be found via the Softball Australia Website. 

4 Championship Rules and Regulations  

If applicable, highlight any changes in Australian Championship Regulations or Rules for 

Australian Championships that have taken place in previous 12 months. 

5 Drug testing 

Drug testing may occur at any event. Check that administrators have a list of drugs being 

taken by any of their players/officials. This will assist if ASADA selects the event for drug 

testing. 

6 Venue briefing  (Convenor) 

Handover to the Convenor to confirm important aspects from the Event Handbook. 
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7 Changes in players/officials, playing uniform numbers (Tournament Chief Statistician) 

Teams to advise changes to their list of players and officials. 

NOTE: No additions permitted to the personnel of an official party after the Technical Meeting, 

unless approved by the TD in the event of extenuating circumstances. 

If event is an underage Championship, check that birthdates are provided for additional 

players registered at this meeting. 

Ensure correct spelling of all names on line up cards – no abbreviations/nicknames. 

Remind coaches/managers to be on time with line up cards, failure to comply may result in 

penalty. 

8 Event Rules   (TCU) 

Handover to the TCU who will discuss the playing rules and rules regarding video 

arrangements. 

 

8 Official meetings 

Managers Meeting (advise date, location & time, if it is to be held) 

9 Official Functions 

9.1 Opening Ceremony – confirm date & time - teams in playing uniform.  

Confirm that previous winners have the shield with them as current champions 

9.2 Closing Ceremony – confirm date & time. Presentation of shield and Championship 

Medals to take place. 

10 Contingency Plans 

Outline plans in place for heat and wet weather – TD and Convenor to provide guidelines 

11 Communications 

12.1 Request a list of contact numbers from each team. Provide TD contact number. 

12.2 Communication protocol is directly through the TD. 

13 Behaviour process and procedure on and off the field of play 

13.1 Refer teams to Member Protection Policy. 

13.2 Managers/administrators must ensure promptness and correct dress by all their team 

members at the opening & closing Ceremonies and at official functions. 

13.3 A high standard of personal discipline is expected of all participants throughout any 

Event. In the case of an Australian Championship it is the duty of any 

Manager/administrator is to report to the TD, in writing, any player who is proving 

unworthy of possible Australian team selection. The rules provide for the TD to 

investigate such report. 
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Appendix 18 

Position Description: Web-Based Reporting Personnel 

Appointment & qualifications 

¶ Applicant must hold at least a current Level 2 Scoring Accreditation and have demonstrated 

the competency to score live. 

¶ When the name/s of the web-based reporting personnel are submitted to Softball Australia, 

the NSC and Softball Australia will work with the personnel to ensure they are prepared to 

undertake the duties required for the Event. 

Duties 

¶ Publish information on the Softball Australia website including, as a minimum, team line-

ups, umpires, box scores and play-by-plays (NCS to provide templates/guidance) as soon 

as possible after the completion of each game. 

¶ Upload statistics daily. 

¶ Communicate on the result section of the Softball Australia website any reasons for delays 

in matches, eg weather. This information should be included in the 'Details' section on the 

results website for each game that is affected. 

¶ Oversee and or conduct practical assessments as required in consultation with the National 

Chief Statistician



 

Australian Championship 
Position Description 

Softball Australia Technical Delegate 

 

Australian Championship Regulations_FINAL 62 
Updated: 1 June 2017 

Appendix 19 

Position Description: Softball Australia Technical Delegate 

Introduction 

This document has been prepared to assist those appointed to represent Softball Australia at 

Australian Championships (Technical Delegates). 

Role of Technical Delegate 

It is the role of the Technical Delegate to: 

¶ Ensure that the conduct of the Championship is in accordance with the Australian 

Championship Regulations and that the Rules for Australian Championships are followed. 

¶ Chair the technical meeting, the manager's meeting at the completion of the primary round 

(if required), and any tribunal meeting. 

¶ Participate in the opening and closing ceremonies. If no opening ceremony is held, receive 

the Shield back from the previous year’s winners. 

¶ Attend any official function/s at the championship. 

¶ Ensure that a Certificate of Appreciation is presented to appropriate members of the Host 

state (Host). 

¶ Ensure that the official standings are posted by the official statistician after each day's play 

¶ Ensure that Softball Australia’s responsibilities to sponsors are fulfilled 

¶ Write a report to the National Teams and Events Manager on the championship within two 

weeks on completion of the event 

¶ Be in attendance at the venue for the entire duration of the championship.  
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Appendix 20 

Position Description: Tournament Chief Statistician 

Appointment & qualifications 

1 Three months prior to the beginning of the Event, Softball Australia in conjunction with the 

Host will appoint the Tournament Chief Statistician (TCS). 

Duties 

2 The TCS’s duties must be conducted in accordance with the Officials’ Code of Conduct. In 

addition, the TCS will: 

¶ Allocate one IT and one paper statistician to all games as well as any 

spotters/assistants and trainees as deemed necessary. 

¶ Ensure that all extensions are accurately completed in preparation for data entry. 

¶ Appoint suitably qualified personnel to encode statistics using Softball Australia’s 

iScore. 

¶ Schedule and conduct meetings for the statisticians as and when required during 

the Event. 

¶ Display the official standings after each day's play. This information will include: 

¶ Placing 

¶ Points 

¶ Total of runs for 

¶ Total of runs against 

NOTE: If a National Championship is being held concurrently at another venue, 

the TCS shall display the placings of both Events on the results board. 

¶ Calculate the placings at the end of the round robin for the TD. 

¶ Ensure that individual player statistics, as required by Softball Australia are 

compiled. The individual player statistics, including Most Valuable Player, Best 

Batter, Best Pitcher and Rosemary Adey Rookie of the Year for open-grade 

Events must be given to the TD immediately following the completion of the 

round-robin games. The TD, in conjunction with the TCS, can then use these 

statistics as a basis for the awards. Individual player statistics from the grand 

final game must be provided to the TD to allow for the Player of the Grand Final 

Award to be determined. 

¶ Ensure that a copy of the individual player and pitching statistics (state by state) 

is forwarded to Softball Australia within two weeks of the conclusion of the Event.  

¶ The NEC will forward individual team statistics to states.  
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Appendix 21 

Position Description: Tournament Chief Umpire 

The Tournament Chief Umpire (TCU) will: 

¶ With Softball Australia’s TD and the TC, form the Tournament Tribunal. 

¶ Participate in any tournament briefing conducted by the National Umpiring Committee 

(NUC) and the Umpire in Chief (UIC). 

¶ Be the principal liaison between umpires, Softball Australia’s representative and Host state. 

¶ Be responsible for the management of the umpires both on and off the field. 

¶ Be responsible for disciplinary action in the case of any misdemeanour. 

¶ Be responsible for the safety of participants eg ground inspection, heat, etc. 

¶ Conduct a briefing for officiating umpires prior to the commencement of the tournament 

¶ Appoint umpires for all games at the Event in consultation with the umpire management 

crew. 

¶ Notify the umpires, where possible, of their game appointments at least one day prior to the 

games in question. 

¶ Issue ground rules to umpires. 

¶ Oversee and or conduct practical assessments as required in consultation with the umpire 

management crew. 

¶ Assess all officiating umpires. 

¶ Provide each umpire with a copy of their assessment. 

¶ Forward a copy of the assessments to the UIC – Development. 

¶ Withdraw any umpire from the tournament who does not meet the required practical 

standard. 

¶ Furnish a report to the UIC – Operations on the umpiring aspects of the tournament. The 

report should include: 

¶ Commentary and recommendations on any umpiring matters  

¶ Details of any umpires who were withdrawn from the tournament 

¶ Details of any misdemeanours by umpires and any disciplinary action taken as a 

result of those misdemeanours 

¶ Details of any unusual incidents 

¶ Any other relevant matters 

¶ Carry out any other duties required by the NUC.
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Australian Championship Awards 

1 The awards document serves dual purposes: 

¶ As a guideline for Australian selectors identifying players for national 

representative teams 

¶ Identifying individual players who display an exceptional performance at 

Australian Championships 

2 All player awards, with exception to the Player of the Grand Final, will be determined 

following the round games once all teams have played an equal number of games. The 

player of the grand final will be selected immediately after the conclusion of the grand final. 

3 The Chief Statistician will provide a statistical report, presented by playing position, to 

Softball Australia’s TD at the conclusion of the round games.  

Awards Committee 

4 This Awards Committee responsible for selection of all individual awards and the All-

Tournament team comprises: 

¶ Softball Australia’s TD, and 

¶ National Team Selectors 

 

Individual Awards Criteria 

 Criteria Factors Considered 

Most Valuable 

Player 

Must have played in 
offence and defense in 
60% of total innings played 
by the team. 

Batting average 
- Slugging average 
- On-base average 
- Runs batted in 
- Homeruns 
- Runner advance 
- Stolen bases 
- Fielding average 
- General contribution to the 

team 

A player who has 

represented one of the 

leading teams and made a 

considerable contribution to 

their team’s success. This 

may include any outstanding 

plays that could have 

affected the result of a game 

(eg diving catch, outstanding 

catch taken on the fence, 

double plays).  

Outstanding batting and 

pitching by a player should 

also be considered. 

Best Pitcher Must have pitched in 30% 
of the total defensive 
innings played by the team. 
 

- Earned run average 
- Batters faced 
- Number of strike outs 
- Percentage strike outs per 

batters faced 
- Number of safe hits 

against 
- Percentage of safe hits per 

batters faced 
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 Criteria Factors Considered 

- Number of base on balls 
- Percentage of base on 

balls per batters faced 
- Strike percentage of total 

pitches (strikes + fouls) 
- Fielding average 

 

Best Batter Minimum times in box - 

twice number of games 

teams has played. 

- Batting average 
- On base average 
- Slugging average 
- Runs batted in 
- Homeruns 

 

 

Rosemary Adey 

Rookie of the Year 

Must be an Australian 
Citizen participating in an 

open-age Australian 
Championship for the first 
time. 
 
Must have played in at 
least 30% of the total 
innings played by the team. 

- Batting average 
- On-base average 
- Slugging average 
- Runs batted in 
- Fielding performance 
- Pitching statistics (if 

applicable) 

Any outstanding plays that 
have occurred (eg diving 
catch, outstanding catch 
taken on the fence, double 
plays), outstanding batting 
and pitching by a player 
should also be considered. 
 
Should a pitcher who is 
outstanding, but has not 
played the 30% of total 
innings of the team, the 
player should be considered. 
 

Player of the 

Grand Final 

Must be a player who 
participated in the grand 
final. 

- Batting average 
- On-base average 
- Slugging average 
- Runs batted in 
- Home runs 
- Runner advance 
- Stolen bases 
- Fielding performance 
- Pitching statistics 

Any outstanding plays that 
have made a valuable 
contribution to their team 
success (eg diving catch, 
outstanding catch taken on 
the fence, double plays, 
game changing play etc.), 
also outstanding batting and 
pitching by a player should 
also be considered during 
finals.  
 

All-Tournament 
Team 

Time played at a particular 
position is taken into 
account along with the 
offensive and defensive 
performance of a player. 
Statistical information will 
be provided by position.   

 All-Tournament Team 
selection is purely statistical 
based, no deliberations with 
selectors so there is a 
delineation between national 
team selection and All-
Tournament Team.  
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Template – Opening and Closing Ceremony 

Example of ceremony layout: 

 

Opening Ceremony 

1 MC to introduce teams, umpires and statisticians into the outfield of Diamond 1. 

2 MC to introduce the TMC and any official guests 

3 Australian National Anthem 

4 MC to conduct welcoming speech 

5 Return of the Shield to the Softball Australia technical delegate 

6 Official opening of the championship (eg ceremonial first pitch) 

7 Teams depart the field of play (two teams to remain on the diamond if a game immediately 

follows ceremony) 
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Closing Ceremony 

1 MC to introduce teams, umpires and statisticians into the outfield of Diamond 1. 

2 MC to introduce the TMC and any official guests 

3 Acknowledgments 

4 Presentation of certificates of appreciation (TD to present to representative of the host 

state/venue) 

5 Presentation of Umpire awards (if applicable) 

6 Award presentations (in this order): 

a. Individual awards 

b. All-tournament team 

c. Medals presented to the champion team 

d. Shield presented to champion team 

Note the following are to be presented at the U15 Regionals prior to presenting the champion 

team: 

¶ U15 Regional Championship Certificates 

¶ U15 Regional Championship Runners up medals 

7 Official close of the championship 

8 Teams may depart the field of play
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Examples – International Players 

See below for a series of example that demonstrate whether or not a player can be classified as an 

International Player.  

1 International Players 

1.1 A player born outside of Australia who does not hold Australian Citizenship, and 

is unable to make themselves available for Australian selection. 

1.2 A player born outside of Australia who holds citizenship in both their birth country 

and Australia yet does not register to play within Australia or complete an 

international transfer from their birth country. 

1.3 A player born within Australia who holds citizenship in both Australia and a 

second country yet does not register to play within Australia or complete an 

international transfer from their second country of citizenship. 


